












The Magazine of Christian Truth 


May 1953 





4“ 
$4 
ptr ond, tet eK 


iy Se 
aces 








eee cae ee 


~ — 
RS %&Q 


. 8 xe 


in college life, too 


Extra-curricular activities play a vital parf in any Christian college 
career. Added to a thorough schedule of studies they provide a 


proper balance against the strain of scholastic pursuits. 


At King’s College, inter-collegiate sports, numerous musical organ- 
izations, Christian service groups, campus social functions, and 
a friendly “small college” atmosphere combine beautifully to offer 


four memorable years of undergraduate experience. 


PERCY B. CRAWFORD 
Founder and President Write us today for more complete information. 





KING‘S COLLEGE, DELAWARE 















Enjoy the best! 


SANDY COVE 


MORNING CHEER BIBLE CONFERENCE 
JUNE 15 to SEPTEMBER 7 


Inspiration . .. PROGRAM WILL INCLUDE: 














Dr. D. G. Barnhouse Rev. Andrew Telford Dr. David Allen Rev. Ralph Stoll 

Dr. Louis T. Talbot Rev. Albert Hughes Rev. Paul Lehman Rev. Henry Grube 

Dr. James McGinlay Rev. Walter Hughes Mr. James E. Bennet Dr. Robert Brown 

Dr. Hyman Appelman Dr. Ralph Neighbor Rev. Lehman Strauss Rev. George Schmeiser 

Dr. Robert Ketcham Mr. Brandon Rimmer Rev. Frank Torrey Dr. Herbert W. Bieber 

Rev. Ralph Keiper Mr. Jim Vaus Dr. William A. Dean Rev. Kenneth Mastellar 
Dr. Clarence Roddy Rev. Richard Robinson 

Accommodations. . . Recreation. . 

@ Spacious Lodge e Bathing e@ Shuffle Board 

e@ Private Cabins with hot and cold running water @ Boating @ Miniature Golf 

e@ Twin Beds in all guest rooms © Fishing © ‘Horse Shoe Pitching 

e Tennis e Table Tennis 
e@ Best of food, served family style e Badminton 

















Write for illustrated folder 


PASTOR GEORGE A. PALMER, Box 3, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
Tune in WIBG (990 kc. Philadelphia) 7-8 A.M. Each Weekday; 12:30-1 P.M. Monday through Thursday 
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“Founded on the Rock” 


HovcuTen PREPARAT@RY 








through a high eaied, of education, 
select student associations a 
activities in a wholesome Christian 
environment, for college entrance 
and a guided future in— 


Christian 
Service 
Teachi BUSINESS 
ong SCIENCE 
MEDICINE 
Junior and Senior High Scheol—medest fees 
Address all inquiries to: Dept. T 
LAWRENCE P. GREEN, 8.S., Principal 
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COLLEGE 


Women’s Christian Medical College 
Ludhiana, India 


Training young Indian women to become 


nurses, disp , 
The new Government of India is demanding 
an upgrading of this medical college by 1952. 
If this is not done it will mean that this 
sound evangelical work of over fifty years 
will be curtailed. We need funds AT ONCE 
for equipment, scholarships, our Surgeon’s 


Miss Lucy Powel, Sec.-Treas., R.D.3, Norristown, Pa. 








Tape Recorders 
Cameras 
Film and Supplies 
Musical Instruments 


$ave Dollar$ 


Morton Camera & Music Shop 
218 S. Court Street Medina, Ohio 
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Write for your free copy of our 
1953 catalog, the finest of Chris- 

tian books, Bibles, Scripture Greeting cards and 

stationery. Super recordings, children’s books, all 

Dr. John R. Rice’s books. No obligation. Postcard 

brings it. 

SWORD OF THE LORD PUBLISHERS 
Dept. EYSC, Wheaton, Illinois 


2 i Entered as second-class matter at the special rate of mailing at the Post Office at Philadelphia, Pa. 











A CRUCIAL ISSUE 

The “Seven Crucial Issues in Protes- 
tantism” are of first importance. I wonder, 
though, if at least one or two spring from 


a deeper cause; anti-intellectualism. “One 
of the most disturbing symptoms in con- 
temporary life,” says Dr. Frank Gaebelein, 

“is the weakening hold of evangelicalism 
upon the best minds.” 

Dr. A. W. Tozer takes a simiiar posi- 
tion. “There is, unfortunately, a feeling 
in some quarters today that there is some- 
thing innately wrong about learning, and 
that to be spiritual one must also be stupid. 
This tacit philosophy has given us in the 
last half century a new cult within the 
confines of orthodoxy; I call it the Cult 
of Ignorance.” 

Our overcrowded Christian colleges tend 
to be second rate and our “universities” 
are hardly in the swim. Some of our 
leaders in the field of education are frankly 
hostile to the idea that Christian young 
people should learn to think for themselves. 

The times are too critical for the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ to be obscured by a poorly 
trained ministry unable to compete in the 
worid’s intellectual arena. Hard thinking 
needs to replace emotionalism, a disciplined 
liberal arts should replace the growing 
vocationalism in our Christian schools and 
education geared to individuals rather than 
the masses must once again become the 
burden of the Christian educator. 

I think you will agree that this is indeed 
a very crucial issue. 

Tep BENSON 
Young Life Campaign 
Colorado Springs, Colo. 


AAROLD VOELKEL REPORTS 

I am planning to resign from this Army 
appointment in June and go to America 
on furlough with Gertrude, Teddy, and 
Harold. We hope Sally and Jack can join 
us next year, by which we mean that we 
hope we can locate a house in Wheaton, 
Ill, where Jack is in college, and also have 
Sally with us. If any of you have a 
three bedroom house in Wheaton we'll be 
grateful for it! 

The big news for me is that the camp 
here at Yung Chun is being considerably 
reduced. Most of the POWs are being 
transferred to other camps,—Pusan, Masan, 
Kwang Ju, and Non San, and the proba- 
bility is that I'll join the group going to 
Non San. Hence the new address given 
above. I can’t say that it is easy to move, 
for we have just succeeded in making our- 
selves comfortable here, but then Army 
life is pretty much one move after the 
other. The one sure thing in the service 
is change! 





WASHINGTON, D. C. 





WHEN IN THE NATION’S CAPITAL, VISIT 
GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH 
9th and South Caroline Ave., S.E. 
(At Pennsylvania Ave.) 
bn. MARTIN F. CLOUGH, Pastor 
nday Services 11:00 A.M. and 7:45 P.M 
WHERE THE OLD FASHIONED GOSPEL IS 
PREACHED 





PHILADELPHIA, PA. 





TENTH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
17th and Spruce Streets 
Convenient downtown location 
Open the year around 
Sunday Services 11:00 A.M. and 7:45 P.M. 
DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE, Minister 
Internationally-known Bible Expositor, 
Radio Preacher and Author 
Editor, ETERNITY Magazine 





NEW YORK, N. Y. 





FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 


79h and Broadway 
7th Avenue, local Subway to 79th Street Station 
ARTHUR B. WHITING, Pastor 
A Bible teaching ministry in the heart of 
New Y 
Morning Worship— 11 A.M. 
Evening Worship—7:30 P.M. 





ALLENTOWN, PA 





WHEN NEAR ALLENTOWN 
VISIT THE NEW UNUSUAL BIBLE CENTER 
THE EVANGEL FELLOWSHIP, Inc. 
513-527 N. Saint Lucas Street 
ALLENTOWN, PA, N. M. Cressman, Pastor 
S.S. 9:30 Morning Worship 10:30 
Always presenting Christ 7:30 P.M. 
THE FIRST CENTURY MESSAGE IN A 
TWENTIETH CENTURY SETTING! 





ATLANTIC CITY, N. J. 








THE CHELSEA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
9 South Chelsea Avenue, Atlantic City, N. J. 
CHARLES N. PICKELL, Pastor 


Sunday Services 11:00 A.M. and 8:00 P.M. 
Prayer Meeting Wednesdays 8:00 P.M. 


In all things exalting Christ. 














young life 


The unique Christian magazine 


for Teenagers... talks their language 


.. packs a punch for vital Christianity. 


Send a gift subscription to a 


teenage friend... have it in your 


home... 
$1.50 « year 


YOUNG LIFE Campacqu 


NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 
Star Ranch, Colorado Springs, Colorado 


monthly. 
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Plan wisely. ee 


ronrage Double DIVIDENDS 


provide a generous, 
unchanging income for 
yourself and loved ones 


...through MOODY 


Survivorship Annuities 





When you go to be with the Lord, your loved ones get the same regular, 

generous returns that you received during your lifetime. Dividends from securities 
and other investments fluctuate, but your Moody annuity returns always remain 
the same for you and your survivors, despite wars, depressions or other economic 





conditions. For 45 years the Institute has paid all returns in full and on time. 
Annuities are not subject to legal controversies— another guarantee 

that payments will be made in full—and without the delay 

so often experienced in the administration of estates. 


You have the joy, too, of knowing that today, as well as in the years 
to come, your dollars are being used to train missionaries, pastors and 
other Christian workers, conduct conferences, produce and show 
gospel-science films, broadcast daily Christian radio programs, 

and distribute gospel literature world wide. 


MOODY ANNUITIES 
ARE SAFE...SOUND...SATISFYING 


" 
For complete MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
story of _ j 820. LaSalle Street + Chicago 10, Illinois 
| 
| 
J 


DOUBLE 
DIVIDENDS... MAIL COUPON (] Please send me “DOUBLE DIVIDENDS,” the story of the 






TODAY! Moody annuity plan. 





The interesting booklet, 
DOUBLE DIVIDENDS, tells 
you all about the Moody 
annuity plan, how it can be 





(] I am interested in stewardship in its relation to wills. ; 
Please send me folder, ‘‘Where There’s a Will.” Dept. ET15 








arranged to suit your individual Name Age 
circumstances and provide 
possible tax exemptions. Address 

City. Zone. State 
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Some time ago I promised you some re- 
marks on Catholic priests, but I’m still not 
ready to get into the details. However, 
in a recent magazine article I read in 
their World Mission which my roommate, 
the Catholic priest, had lying around, I'll 
quote some lines that will be interesting 
to all Koreaites, particularly, I’m sure. The 
author of the article is Ernest B. Clements, 
S.J. and it is entitled, Korea, a Lesson in 
Christian Vigor. The magazine is edited 
by Bishop Fulton J. Sheen, radio and tele- 
vision speaker. It is the autumn 1952 
number. 

“The difficulties (sic) facing the Church 
(Roman) at present seem to be the same 
as those listed in the Catholic Church in 
Korea, published in 1924 by the Paris Fer- 
eign Mission Society at the Nazareth 
Printing Press, Hong Kong. This publi- 
cation, which has been the source of much 
of the material of this article, lists three 
major difficulties: 1) idol superstition and 
ancestor worship, 2) materialism and com- 
munism, 3) Protestantism. 

“With the signing of the treaty between 








William A. Mierop 
President 
Philadelphia Bible Institute 


Speaking Engagements 
@ May 24 (a.m.)—First Baptist Church, 
Coatesville, Penna.; May 24 (p.m.}—St. 
Paul's Evangelical 


Penna.; May 31—Baccalaureate Service, 
= - Training Institute, Nyack, 








the United States and Korea on May 5, 
1882, followed by Korean treaties with 
England, Germany, and France, and other 
powers, the door to the Hermit Kingdom 
was opened to Protestant missionaries. 
Methodists and Presbyterians, followed by 
Congregationalists, Seventh-Day Advent- 
ists, Salvation Army, Anglicans, and others 
in lesser numbers entered the peninsula. 
Their number grew so that in 1923 there 
were 542 Protestant compared with 60 
Catholic missionaries. With almost un- 
limited funds, the Protestants were able 
to employ 611 native clergymen and 1,449 
catechists, while the Catholic Church had 
only 42 native priests and about 30 paid 
catechists. Schools, dispensaries, hospitals, 
seminaries, printing presses, newspapers, 
periodicals, mushroomed into existence. 
By 1950 the total of all Protestant de- 
nominations had risen to between 500,000 
and 600,000. The Catholic population for 
the same year was about 260,000.” 

Just before noon today Pak Chi Suh 
Moksa (Pastor), one of my original work- 
ers from Pusan (before Kojedo) who is 
the chaplain there, turned up and gave me 
a report that humbled me before God in 
gratitude. The Commanding Officer there 
has gone overboard in his helpfulness, (and 
he’s a tough individual, too) but he granted 
them every possible privilege at Christmas 
time and is most generous in his attitude 
toward Pak and the Christians. More than 
30 POWs have graduated from the Old 
Testament: Bible Correspondence Course, 
and 40 from the New Testament Course. 

Many of you will have seen the write-up 
in Time, Feb. 2, of the murder of Pang 
Wha II, by American soldiers. That’s 
mighty meaningful to me, for I worked 
with Pang in the National Christian 
Council Office in Seoul. There were three 
of us there, the other being Dr. Namkung, 
who was taken off by the Communists and 
killed. Two out of three victims of 
violence. 

I’ve been busy these days saying “good- 
bye” to the POW fellows who are being 
moved to other camps. How beautifully it 
all fits in with my resignation in June, for 
all will be wonderfully cared for. 

Harotp VOELKEL 
Korea : 
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APPROVED FOR ALL VETERANS 





GRACE THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


STANDARD THEOLOGICAL COURSES 
for qualified students, leading to the B.D. and ThM. 
degrees. Sound Biblical training and a deep spir- 
itual emphasis are combined to meet the practical 
needs of thorough preparation for pastoral and 
missionary work. 


A WELL-ORGANIZED COLLEGE DIVISION 


for high school graduates, offering 4 years of study 
in a thoroughly Christian atmosphere, leading to 
the A.B. degree. 


Atva J. McCtain, President 


For information and catalogue, address DR. HOMER A. KENT, Registrar 
Winona Lake, Indiana 


FALL TERM OPENS SEPTEMBER 11 








AROUND THE CORNER 

We wish to add our thanks, to those of 
others, for your loving and kindly “New 
Year’s Resolution” in the January issue of 
ETERNITY. 

The same thoughts and feelings have 
been in our own hearts for the past year 
or so, for we have become unsympathetic 
to, and weary of the holier than thou atti- 
tude, and the critical attitude that the so 
and so person or family are “not very 
spiritual” which some evangelical Chris- 
tians have toward other born again be- 
lievers. 

You have become so mellow and under- 
standing over the years. We do so like 
part of the paragraph where you say in 
the March issue of Eternity: “But I am 
finding as I get nearer to Him, that there 
are true living stones built in Him that are 
in another wall of the temple of believers 
than that in which I am builded. They are 
around the corner, yes, but I am finding 
that we meet at the corner.” 

Again, thank you for your “New Year’s 
Resolution” and may the dear Lord con- 
tinue to bless you in all you do. 

Mary AND CHARLES MurpocH 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


A NEW FIELD FOR MARIA BOLET 

“He made his own people to go forth 

. . and guided them in the wilderness . . . 
and He led them on safely . . . and He 
brought them .. .” Psalm 78:52-54. 

’Tis good to remember that He Him- 

self brought us 

Through all of life’s journey right 

unto this day; 

Forgave all our sins and our blunders, 

and taught us 

To cleave unto Him and to make Him 

our stay. 

During all these past months that you 
have not heard from me the Lord has done 
exactly as the verses quoted above say. He 
made me to go forth out of Spain, He 
guided me in the wilderness of France, He 
led me safely on, and finally He has 
brought me into a new land. God has 
chosen for me a new field of service in the 
city of Tangier in North Africa. His way 
is perfect. The Lord has been my stay 
and has taught me to cleave unto Him as 
never before. The only thing that matters 
is to let Christ live His life in me. To be 
more like my Saviour is all I want, and to 
love with the same love wherewith He 
has loved us is my greatest desire, so that 
God can use me more and more to win 
souls for Him. 

God has permitted the doors of Spain 
to be closed for an indefinite time, but He 
has opened wide another door of unlimited 
opportunities in this Moorish-Spanish city 
of Tangier. I have asked the Lord that 
the same love He has given me for Spain 
may be mine for the mixed population of 
North Africa, where people of all races 
and tongues are to be found. I want noth- 
ing less than the same kind of love that 
compelled Jesus Christ to go to Calvary. 
I believe God is answering my prayer. I 
have been exceedingly happy since I arrived 
here on January Ist, and feel as much at 
home among the Moors, the Hebrews and 
the Indians of Tangier as if I were in 
my beloved land of Spain. It has been 


Evrernity 





good also to rejoin my co-worker Nativi- 
dad Rodriguez after a year of separation. 

The Spanish influence is very strong in 
Tangier. A large part of the population 
is Spanish, the common language spoken 
by everybody is also Spanish. The city 
is ruled by the governments of Britain, 
France, and Spain; but Franco and the 
Church of Rome have no control of the 
people. There is absolute freedom to 
preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ. For 
many years missionaries have labored in 
Tangier with comparatively little results, 
but now God is giving abundant fruit and 
a big harvest of souls is being gathered. 
Many people are seeking God and getting 
gloriously converted, even among the 
Moors and Hebrews. Certainly God is 
getting ready His people for His coming. 

There are two large Christian congre- 
gations of Spanish people. The believers 
are alive, witnessing for Christ and bring- 
ing others to the knowledge of Him. The 
Lord has used Natividad to win many 
children for the Saviour. She teaches them 
in the streets, patios and houses. The 
hunger and eagerness with which these 
children are learning the Word of God is 
nothing less than a mighty work of God 
in their midst. More children could be 
reached if there were more people to go 
out and teach them the way. I have al- 
ready three promising classes; one of 
women, another class of girls 12 to 15 
years old. This is a lovely group of about 
15 converted girls who are eager to learn. 
One of these girls asked me to have a 
Bible Club in her house for the children 
of her neighborhood, and a lovely new 
group has been started. Pray that Christ 
may be formed in the lives of all those to 
whom we are ministering here. 

The opportunities in Tangier are unique 
for the spreading of the Gospel, the heart 
of the people is ready to accept Christ as 
Saviour. But God has laid very heavy 
on my heart the great need of preparing 
missionaries for the immense task. Spain 
is in desperate need of missionaries. But 
it must be by the Spaniards themselves 
that Spain can ever have the free Gospel 
of Christ. A few of my girls in Madrid 
and Barcelona have given themselves 
wholly to the Lord for service. Something 
must be done to train these girls. With 
the help of God I am starting a Bible 
school for them. Tangier seems to be an 
ideal place as a center to train missionaries 
for Spain and North Africa. With fear 
and trembling Natividad and I are asking 
God to do His will in this matter. We are 
starting the Bible School for girls with 
nothing but faith in God, and He shall 
supply all that is needed, the renting of 
the house to lodge the girls and the means 
to feed the large household. 

I covet your help in prayer that God’s 
purposes in taking us out of Spain and 
bringing us to this strange land of Africa 
may be fulfilled. It is glorious to trust the 
Lord and to be in His hands to do with us 
and through us as it pleases Him. I want 
to be spent wholly and live with each 
breath of my life, only for Christ, and be 
occupied in His work, for the salvation of 
precious souls redeeming the time before 


He comes. 
Maria Borer 
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put Yourself 
in their place 





Imagine yourself as a Christian worker in 
some foreign land, without any of the 
modern comforts or conveniences. 
Wondering, in fact, where the next day’s 
clothing, food and shelter might come from. 


Would it try Your faith? 


Many are they who trust in the Lord to supply their 
needs day by day. It is a wonderful faith. And it is 
equally wonderful to be His instrument in supplying 


those needs. 


' Help us keep this aid flowing abroad to meet needs 
known by the Editor of ETERNITY to be real indeed. 


Make checks and money orders 


No deduction is made from 
any gift received. 


EVANGELICAL AID 
1716 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


payable to: 





















inside view of 


tevaition Hoole 


“through the picture window!” 
This colorful, informative view book gives fresh insight 


into Northwestern’s many outstanding opportunities 
for Christian training and service. You'll be amazed to 
discover in how many different ways these three schools 
(Liberal Arts, Bible College, Seminary) can increase 
your knowledge and effectiveness for Christian service. 


| A wide selection of courses is offered on three academic levels: 


Liberal Arts College, Bible College and Seminary. 





”, Strong major courses are available in the fine arts, music and speech. 


Christian service. 


—_ Vital emphasis is placed upon missions and practical 
— 


.«eee Opportunities for expression are encouraged — 
_ = Northwestern’s non-commercial radio station KTIS. 


ALL THIS—AND MORE—IS DESCRIBED IN THE 16 INSPIRATIONAL PAGES OF 


*,.. through the picture window.” 


———————-—SEND FOR YOUR FREE COPY TODAYI-——————— 


O Please send me a copy of “... through the picture window.” 


O Please send me a catalog of Northwestern Schools. 
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EVANGELISM 

The article on ‘‘The Failure of 
Evangelicalism,’’ which we are re- 
printing in this issue by permission 
of the editor of The Life of Faith, 
is a very important one. One of the 
most comforting indications of spir- 
itual growth which I have found in 
my travels in various parts of the 
country is the increasing concern by 
many Christian people, including 
leaders, about the methods of con- 
ducting Christian work. In many, 
many fundamental churches there 
are methods being used which are 
absolutely contrary to the Word of 
God. There are pressure methods 
being used in special meetings which 
I have come to think of as attempts 
to have forceps deliveries of the new 
birth. 

The Editors of Eternity will be 
very glad to consider manuscripts 
by ministers or laymen which can 
show instances of wrong methods in 
Christian work contrasted lovingly 
with right methods for doing that 
work. ‘‘It is not what we do for 
God that counts, but what we let 
Him do through us.’’ I have put 
that last sentence in quotes because 
I have used it constantly during the 
past years whenever some young 
person has asked me to write some- 
thing in an autograph album. That 
has been the sentence I have written, 
and I believe that it is of very great 
and growing importance for us who 
wish to be men of the faith, doing 
all in the spirit of the love of Christ. 





THE EDITOR'S 
SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 





Denald Grey Barnhouse 


Editor of Eternity 
@ May 3 + Ne 24, 31—Tenth Pres- 
Pay oa hia, Penna.; 
May 4, nn a 25—New York Bible 
lass, 


St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, New 
York, N. Y.; May 1—Union Meetings, 
Community Building, Fremont, Mich.; 
May 5 through Avenue 
Baptist Church, Cleveland, Ohio; May 
12 through 15—Big Rapids, Mich.; they 
19 through 22—Second P. 

Church, Butler, Penna.; May 26 Soeaais 
en aes Tabernacle, Ottawa, 

Ontario, Canada, 
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Evrernity 


The 


Failure of 


Evangelicalism 


By C. D. ALEXANDER 


This article was originally written for THE LIFE OF FAITH, 
a British weekly, by the Minister Superintendent of Dundee 
Evangelistic Association and Tent Mission. Mr. Alexander 
writes of the condition of evangelical Christianity in Great 
Britain, but although we do not necessarily endorse all his 
views, we feel that the situation here is so similar that we 
may well profit by the self-examination and the challenge 
which he presents. 


At the Reformation the Lord ignored the Waldensian 
remnant which had witnessed by its blood for six cen- 
turies, and He passed by the Hussite survival in 
Moravia. He chose for His channel of reviving grace, 
monks and priests from the bosom of a corrupt Church. 
Are we sure that our present-day Evangelicalism is of 
a form which the Lord may use in the next awakening 
—now so long overdue—in this land? Is there not grave 
reason to fear that there are among us conditions which 
may lead the Holy Spirit to seek elsewhere for His 
instruments of reviving grace? 

Every thoughtful Christian must be impressed today 
with the failure of Evangelicalism. For the first time 
since the Reformation the first half of a century has 
rolled by without any general spiritual awakening in 
Great Britain. Yet Evangelicals claim to be the cus- 
todians of the secret of revival, and are the possessors 
of a whole library of literature telling how revival may 
be evoked. But the Gospel never counted for less in 
this dear land of ours, and the Evangelical witness was 
never so low. 

It is no comfort to point to the growth of unbelief and 
materialism in organized religion, when in Evangeli- 
calism itself there are great evils which appear to be 
almost unrecognized. The Laodicean apostasy, so con- 
fidently attributed to the general stream of historic 
Christianity, might have a more intimate application to 
Evangelicalism than many of us have ever dreamed. 
If to be rich and increased with goods is, in the spir- 


May 1953 


While faith makes all things possible, it is love that makes all things easy 


itual sense; to be confident and secure in the imagina- 
tion that spiritual power and grace belong to us, and 
that it is by our channel and ours alone that the world 
must be blest; if in looking on the poverty of others we 
know not our own—we are perilously near the point 
of that judgment which is pronounced on all those who 
say they have need of nothing. 

The evils which menace our common Evangelicalism 
today, may be comprehended under the two heads of, 
the decline of worship, and the rise of externalism. 


(i) The Decline of Worship 

How sadly true it is that there are few places from 
which quietness and reverence have been so effectually 
banished as from Evangelical meetings and churches. 
Of all branches of the Church visible today, Evangeli- 
calism is perhaps the most barren and irreverent in its 
worship and devotion. Loud and irrelevant conversation 
before, after, and often during acts of worship, are 
common among us. Many of our hymn books were 
originally compiled for the duration of a special cam- 
paign, and it would have been better for us if there they 
had been left. Doggerel rhyme and shallowness of 
thought, familiar and endearing addresses to the Most 
High, light-hearted treatment of the most solemn and 
awe-inspiring moments of the divine Agony—these 
have reduced “praise” in many of our meetings and 
churches to the lowest possible level. The addition of 
the “chorus,” with its music hall lilt and often meaning- 
less phrase, completes the ruin. 

The pulpit is frequently no better. There is a per- 
functoriness in the reading of Holy Scripture, and a 
casualness and lack of thought in public prayer, which 
would scandalize a stranger coming from some of the 
churches which we please to call “apostate.” 

The sermon? Alas, how often is it, as Alexander 
Whyte would say, some old rag taken out of a drawer, 
the product of last moment despair at the end of a 
week of procrastination. “And if,’ says Dr. Whyte, 
“God has made thee of a slothful, lethargic, phlegmatic 
temperament, only sit down all the more doggedly. Let 
every lazy student of divinity, and with him every 
waiting, complaining, postponing probationer, go drown 
himself at once.” 


(ii) The Rise of Externalism 

To many, it may be a startling thought that Pharisa- 
ism has found a congenial home in Evangelicalism. But 
has not the Evangelical faith today largely degenerated 
into a thing of words and phrases? This is the kind of 
thing we should logically expect, however, from a 
generation which has listened without challenge to 
methods of “dividing” the one and indivisible Word of 
God so as to relegate such portions as the Sermon on 
the Mount and the Lord’s Prayer to the status of “The 
Law,” to be produced for common use only when the 
Church has had its day, and a millennium has 
materialized. 





Ethical teaching is largely at a discount among Evan- 
gelicals. We are so fearful of giving the impression 
that personal righteousness has anything to do with the 
meritorious cause of divine mercy, that we have for- 
gotten the necessity (or explained it away) of working 
out our own salvation with fear and trembling. We are 
often so busy denouncing the evils of “worldliness,” in 
the shape of the cinema, the dance hall, or the football 
match, that downright sermons on covetousness, ava- 
rice, pride, detraction, evil speaking, and selfishness, are 
at a discount—yet none are more needed among us 
today. 

If the Sermon on the Mount is the purest Gospel ex- 
position of the doctrine of repentance and faith (and 
it is) then it is still necessary that our righteousness 
should exceed the righteousness of the scribes and 
pharisees, in the innermost intentions and motives of 
the heart, before we can hope to enter the kingdom of 
Heaven. It is a solemn consideration that, when the 
Lord closed the world’s greatest sermon with the para- 
ble of the man whose house fell, he was not referring 
to those who did not have an Evangelical profession, 
but to those who “heard his sayings but did them not.” 

How solemnizing is the thought, that unless our tree 
brings forth the good fruit of the Sermon on the Mount, 
in humility, meekness, mercy, forgiveness, peacemaking 
and contentedness, we shall incur, despite all our funda- 
mentalism, the doom of those who cry “Lord, Lord,” 
but do not the will of the Father in Heaven. 

The mischief does not end there. Think how com- 
pletely our Evangelicalism has become a mere mechani- 
cal apparatus, both in its methods of saving souls and 
sanctifying saints. We have become the slaves of words 
and phrases, of jargon and cliches. Increasingly, spir- 
itual experience is being made to fit into a framework 
of catch-phrases, such as, “Receive Him as your own 
personal Saviour,” “Ask Him to come in,” “Put your 
name in this text,” “Believe that He died for you, and 


you will be saved”—phrases which may often be true 
enough in particular cases, but which more often than 
not leave no room whatever for conviction of sin, con- 
trition of heart, seeking the Lord, turning to righteous- 
ness, amendment of life. Paul declares that he went 
everywhere telling men to repent and do works meet for 
repentance. 

For the Christian, there is a very convenient array of 
phrases which may be expected to produce immediate 
and spectacular results in the way of holiness or of 
evangelistic success. Hence we have, “Out of Romans 7 
into Romans 8”; “You have taken Christ as Saviour, 
now take Him as Lord” (as though Christ were divisible 
into piecemeal portions); “Yield and be filled”; “Claim 
the blessing,” and so forth. No room here, apparently, 
for the discipline of time, trial, and temptation; of self- 
discovery, and the lessons of experience. Paul’s method 
for the development of divine love in the soul was, ac- 
cording to Romans 5, a thing of growth, time, and 
testing, in the succession of tribulation, patience, experi- 
ence, and hope. Nowadays we have found means of 
simplifying the process, and of cutting out the time 
element. 

We have made assurance an essential part of saving 
faith, whereas it is no such thing, as the Evangelical 
giants of a bygone age were careful to show us. Hence, 
to “believe that we are saved,” and to “believe that 
we believe,” is the main thing, nowadays, instead of to 
seek the Lord with the whole heart and cast oneself 
entirely on Christ, body, soul, and spirit. 

The old divines used to warn their hearers of the 
danger of what they called “security,” which was a 
believing without a careful and humble nurture of new 
life within, that all was well with one’s soul. The evan- 
gelist who preached that in these days would incur the 
serious risk of not being invited again. Immediate re- 
sults are now the thing, and methods and phrases are 

(Continued on page 48) 





A commentator on the distance races at the Olympic Games has shown that 
the strategy of running is all important. “Should you run outside and keep 
up near the front, which means perhaps six or seven yards further each 
lap? Or should you try to get through to the pole of the track probably 
some way back, at the risk of being boxed in near the finish, and also of 
being so far behind the leaders that when they move out they may be 
beyond striking distance? One lesson which became apparent to all the 
runners was that if you are not with the leading bunch all through the race, 
you have no chance of finishing in the first place. 


Paul wrote this to the Corinihians years ago: “Know ye not that they which 
run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run that ye may 
obtain” (1 Cor. 9:24). We are in the race of the Christian life because 
Christ died for us; the reward in addition to the salvation is ours only by 
living the life that He desires. Then we will have that crown to lay at His feet. 





8 A lifeless faith is useless ETERNITY 
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The Lord hath prepared His throne in the Heavens; and 


His kingdom ruleth over all. 


A CALL TO PRAYER 

The critical situation in East 
Africa because of the native upris- 
ings has brought forth a eall for a 
day of prayer from the Christian 
Council of Kenya, acting on behalf 
of the churches of Kenya. While 
this day of prayer has been held, 
we who think of the missionary 
needs must hold in special remem- 
brance those who labor in _ these 
critical areas. : 


OBJECTION TO CONANT 

German Roman Catholics have 
voiced strong objections to the ap- 
pointment of J. B. Conant, former 
president of Harvard University, 
as High Commissioner to Germany. 
The complaints are based on the 
fact that Conant has taken a very 
strong stand against independent 
schools in the United States. Conant 
has said that any use of public 
funds for non-public schools was 
against the American way of life, 
and that no funds should be given 
non-public schools for buses, text 
books, meals, or for any other pur- 
pose. 


NAGUIB’S PRAYER 

Following Eisenhower’s own 
prayer at his inauguration, Premier 
Mohammed Naguib prayed three 
days later at the time he took the 
‘Unity Oath’’ before 100,000 people 
in Cairo. The Egyptian’s prayer: 
‘““Q God, Thou lovest the stout of 
heart and hatest the weak-willed. 
Thou grantest Thy protection to 
those who prefer death to bondage. 
O God, Thou are ever near. Thou 
seest and Thou hearest. We swear 
by Thee to strive with all our might 
to fashion a free future for our 
country . . . and to make our motto 
always ‘Union, Discipline, Work.’ 
O God, be witness to this.’’ His God, 
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PSALM 103:19 


of course, is not the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. He was 
praying to Allah, and was _ not 
reaching God (John 14:6). 


MISSIONARY WORK NEEDED 

In a recent address in London, 
the Archbishop of York (Dr. Gar- 
bett) stated that missionary work 
was required in Britain as much if 
not more than in countries overseas. 
Today, said the Archbishop, the 
great majority of people are igno- 
rant of the most elementary facts 
of the Christian faith. He further 
stated that in the fifty-two years 
since he had been ordained, he had 
never known so much evangelical 
activity as there is in the chureh 
today. He noted two encouraging 
factors—a large increase in the num- 
ber of young people who were in- 
terested in Christianity and con- 
tinuing large congregations and 
increased chureh membership - in 
many localities. 


UNITARIAN LOSS 

The annual report of the Unitar- 
ian Chureh in the British Isles 
shows a decrease in the number of 
ministers and the abandoning of five 
more congregations, leaving a total 
of 253. 
CRISIS IN AFRICA : 

Canon L. I. Collins, speaking of 
racial discrimination in a sermon at 
St. Paul’s Cathedral recently, noted 
certain tendencies to racial dis- 
crimination in Great Britain and 
pointed out that it was reflected in 
the greater crisis in Africa. This 
question challenges Christians to do 
all in their power to help in trying 
to resolve it. It is not so much the 
question of color that divides the 


white and the blacks in Africa and 


elsewhere, said the canon. It is pri- 





marily the difference of background, 
of culture and technical develop- 
ment. He said ‘‘This erisis in 
Africa is one which ean only be 
resolved by the application of the 
power of Christ . .. This is the only 
Christian solution which can resolve 
this problem, for it cannot be a 
political solution.”’ 


THE QUEEN’S COMMAND 

Queen Elizabeth has issued a 
royal command which has been sent 
to all incumbents of the Church of 
England, the Church in Wales, and 
the Chureh of Ireland in Northern 
Ireland, concerning the services on 
the Sunday preceding her corona- 
tion. The royal command contains 
sixteen pages and is in five parts. 
The first three parts provide the 
order of morning prayer, holy com- 
munion, and evening prayer. Part 
four contains prayers and thanks- 
givings to be used at all the services 
of Coronation Week including eight 
prayers for the queen based upon 
parts of the Coronation service and 
a prayer for civie authorities, who, 
that week, will have to attend church 
officially. The queen also selected 
fourteen suitable hymns for use in 
the week of her coronation. 


WYCLIFFE TRANSLATORS 

It is always pleasing when some- 
one in a high place in the world 
recognizes that someone who is 
fundamentally Christian has done 
a real good job in any given field. 
Of all the modern books written on 
the subject of phonetics, linguistics, 
and kindred matters, practically 
every one defers to Professor 
Jakobson of Harvard as being the 
greatest man in the field today. 
Recently a student in one of his 
classes at Harvard heard Professor 
: (Continued on page 31) 
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Letters to the early church against the background of their times 


The First Epistle of John 
CHAPTER Two 
VERSES TWELVE TO FOURTEEN 

I am writing to you, little children, 
because your sins are forgiven for 
His name’s sake. 

I am writing to you, fathers, be- 
cause you have come to know Him 
who is from the beginning. 

I am writing to you, young men, 
because you have conquered the Evil 
One. 

I wrote to you, children, because 
you have come to know the Father. 

I wrote to you, fathers, because 
you have come to know Him who is 
from the beginning. 

I wrote to you, young men, because 
you are strong, and the Word of God 
abides in you, and you have con- 
quered the Evil One. 

This refrain on three vocatives and 
two tenses, has rhetorical importance. 
The apostle is about to make a 
searching and exacting claim, and 
pauses before he makes it to assure 
one and all in his congregation that 
he addresses them, not as worldlings, 
but as convinced and victorious Chris- 
tians. The “little children” of Verse 
Twelve, and the “children” of the 
next verse are probably general ap- 
pellations subdivided into “fathers” 
and “young men,” the older and the 
younger presumably in the faith. But 
the whole classification is rhetorical, 
and designed to form a pause of em- 
phasis in the letter as the way is 
prepared for Verse Fifteen. The 
change of tense in the two triplets is 
most plausibly explained as a refer- 
ence to the Gospel. We have fre- 
quently observed, and shall observe 
again, that the epistle is best under- 
stood as an accompanying document 
to the Fourth Gospel. John, there- 
fore, says in effect: “My children in 
Christ, young and old, I write now 
as I wrote before, in full knowledge 


10 A Christian is not ashamed of the Gospel or a shame to the Gospel 


that you are in Him, and what is 
more, walking intelligently and faith- 
fully in Him, but there is one precept 
of surpassing importance which I 
must impress upon you. It is this 
...” The appeal he proceeds to make 
is then based on forgiveness granted 
and accepted, on the knowledge of 
Christian experience, and the victory 
which strong, cleansed hearts have 
won through the indwelling Word of 
God. John thus echoes the central 
theme of his Gospel when he ad- 
dresses his audience as the people of 
the New Covenant (Jer. 31:31-34), 
whose sins are forgiven, who know 
the Eternal God (Isa. 52:3-6) and 
who have overcome the world. The 
passage is a tissue of echoes both of 
the Gospel and the Old Testament. 
VERSES FIFTEEN TO SEVENTEEN 

Love not the world nor the things 
that are in the world. If anyone love 
the world love for the Father is not 
in him. Because everything in the 
world, the lust of the flesh, the lust 
of the eyes, and the proud glory of 
life, is not of the Father, but of the 
world. And the world and its lust is 
passing away, but he who does God’s 
will abides forever. 

The world of John 3:16, which 
“God so loved,” is the human race in 
all its need. Here it is the rebel order, 
organized evil (5:19), almost the 
“darkness” of John’s earlier theme, 
the pagan society which pressed upon 
the Church from every side. How it 
bore upon the individual is illustrated 
by the first epistle to the Corinthians. 
It is difficult sometimes for us to 
grasp the pervasive nature of ancient 
urban paganism. Many pages in Ter- 
tullian reveal vividly the practical 
difficulties which at every turn con- 
fronted the Christian. “Why even the 
streets and the market-place,” he 
writes, “the baths and the taverns and 


our very dwelling places, are not 
altogether free from idols. Satan and 
his angels have filled the whole 
world.” It was worse even than this. 
The conscientious Christian was 
forced to absent himself from public 
festivals and all manner of communal 
activities, because proceedings were 
entangled with the ritual of pagan 
sacrifice. His membership in a trade 
guild, and in consequence his com- 
mercial standing and good will, in- 
volved the awkwardness of “sitting 
at meat in the idol’s temple” at the 
guild feast. His very shopping raised 
the problem of meat which had been 
sacrificed to idols. 

Here, in fact, as Halliday points 
out, lay the real reason for the hos- 
tility to the Christians. It lay in “the 
way in which the new religion struck 
at the roots of social intercourse, and 
menaced the time-honored fabric of 
society.” It is natural enough that 
there were Christians who sought a 
way out. It is probable that the 
groups castigated by Jude and Peter, 
and those who were later called the 
Nicolaitans, were those who had 
worked out a form of compromise 
with paganism. In Chapters Two and 
Three of the Book of Revelation John 
had dealt with them sternly long 
since, and perhaps the battle was won. 
At any rate, it is in a softer mood, or 
faced with a less urgent problem, that 
he now bids his “little children” with- 
draw from “the world” and all it 
contains, from paganism with its 
sensuality, its pretentiousness, and 
its materialism. 

He proceeds then to detail. There 
is first “the lust which the flesh feels,” 
the desire for unlawful indulgence. 
Temptation teemed in the ancient 
world. For all the evil of today, and its 
flaunting of temptation, the modern 
city is not as shockingly seductive in 
its wickedness as was Corinth or 
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Ephesus with its temples served by 
courtesan priestesses. The law, too, 
in the world of the twentieth century 
reflects the sanctions and restraints 
of Christianity. Evil in John’s day 
was less bound in its activity. Then 
comes “the lust of the eyes.” Ter- 
tullian in the book already quoted 
(De Spectaculis) emphasizes the spir- 
itual ruin wrought by the circus and 
the theater. Similarly Augustine, 
quoting this passage, remarks, “This 
is that which works in spectacles, in 
theaters, in sacraments of the Devil, 
in magical arts, in witchcraft—none 
other than curiosity.” The modern 
parallels are obvious to everyone. 
Then comes “the pride of life,” “the 
proud glory of life,” “the braggart 
boast of life,’ or however one may 
render it. The word is not easy to 
translate. The corresponding personal 
noun occurs at Romans 1:30, and 2 
Timothy 3:2 in the sense of “boaster,” 
and there is an amusing passage in 
the Characters of Theophrastus which 
illustrates it at length. It runs: “The 
Boaster is the kind of person who 
will stand on the jetty and tell com- 
plete strangers how much money he 
has at sea, and discourse on the mag- 
nitude of his investments, his gains, 
and losses .. . If he enjoys company 
on the road, he is likely to tell how 
he served under Alexander, how he 
got:on with him, and how many jew- 
eled goblets he brought home, and to 
discuss the Asiatic craftsmen, how 
much better they are than the Eu- 
ropean—though he has never been 
out of Athens. He will say that he 
was granted a permit for the export 


of timber, but did not use it to avoid’ 


ill-natured gossip, and that during 
the corn shortage he spent more than 
$40,000 in gifts to the poor. He will 
be living in a rented house but will 
tell anyone ignorant of the facts that 
this is the ancestral home, but he is 
going to sell it because it is not big 
enough for his entertainments.” 

Reduced to human proportions such 
was the Boaster as the whimsical eye 
of Theophrastus saw him. The “boast- 
fulness of life” contained all of this 
and more. It was the ostentation of 
the rebellious human heart, the 
flaunting of paganism, and the self- 
advertisement, esteem, and confidence 
of unregenerate men. 

Commentators have pointed out 
that the threefold classification in- 
cludes all sources of sin, and is illus- 
trated by the temptations of Eve and 
the Lord. First, “the lust of the 
flesh.” Compare, “the tree was good 
for food,” and “Command that these 
stones become bread.” Compare sec- 
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ondly, “it was a delight to the eyes,” 
with the spectacular display of “Cast 
thyself down.” Lastly, “The tree was 
to be desired to make one wise.” 
Satan offered “all the kingdoms of the 
world and the glory of them.” 

All of this, says John, is passing 
away, indeed is in the very act of 
dying, a transient and moribund 
sham. He that does the will of God 
has linked himself with eternity. And 
how true! How fixed and permanent 
the world order seemed to privileged 
Anglo-Saxons at the turn of the 
present century. And what flux, 
change, and impermanence has life 
seen since then. It was always visible 
to the seeing eye. Lyte saw “change 
and decay” when he paced the Devon 
beach in 1848. The essential tran- 
sience of civilization has since come 
to be accepted as an established fact. 
In so far as lust and pride enter into 
the texture of a society or a way of 
life, to that extent are they self-de- 
structive. The only escape from its 
wheel of death is by union with God, 
the permanent, the eternal. “O Thou, 
who changest not, abide with me.” 


VERSES EIGHTEEN AND NINETEEN 
Children, it is the last hour; and 
just as you have heard that Antichrist 
is coming even now there are many 
antichrists; whence you may recog- 
nize that it is the last hour. They 
withdrew from us, but they did not 
belong to us; had they belonged to 
us they would have remained with 
us; but they withdrew, to make it 
clear that they are not, any of them, 
of us. 


Nothing is so damaging in the study 
of the New Testament prophecy as 
to imagine that the Eternal God, who 
stands above and outside of time, is 
bound by the clocks and calendars of 
men. “It is the last hour,” says John, 
and because he wrote those words 
almost nineteen centuries ago there 
are those who imagine he was wrong. 
Note carefully that it is quite irrele- 
vant what John himself meant. A 
prophet who is truly inspired can 
utter words whose sense and meaning 
transcends the conceptions of his own 
mind. In the widest signification John 
was indeed writing in “the last hour.” 
The only event in world history which 
can equal the first inruption of God 
into human history, the first advent 
of His Son, is the second inruption, 
His second coming. And what are 
twenty centuries compared even with 
the age of a finite universe, itself the 
creation of an Eternal God? Calvin 
says correctly: “He calls that ‘the last 
time’ in which all things are being so 


completed that nothing is left except 
the last revelation of Christ.” 

John based this solemn warning on ‘ 
the vision of mounting apostasy, and 
there is little doubt that he had in 
view the self-styled “enlightenment,” 
preached and propagated by Cerin- 
thus and his school. They were, says 
the apostle, “antichrists.” The word 
is interesting. The New Testament is 
clear about the coming danger of 
“false Christs,” and as the student 
traces the theme through the book, 
he will become aware of the emerging 
reality of one supreme figure who 
sums up in his grim person the char- 
acteristics of all Satanic opposition to 
the Lord (See Mt. 24:5, 24; Mk. 13:22, 
23; Acts 20.29; 2 Thess. 2:3; 2 Tim. 
3:1; 2 Pet. 2:1). For all this, the 
actual word “Antichrist” occurs only 
in the first and second of the letters 
we are studying (1 John 2:18, 22; 
4:3; 2 John 7). The next occurrence 
of the term outside the corpus of 
Scripture, is in John’s disciple Poly- 
carp, a fact which helps to establish 
the Johannine authorship of the epis- 
tles. The word means more than 
“false Christ.” It conveys the idea of 
a counterfeit, a rival, a usurper. And 
how vividly in this world of deified 
dictators and Marxist evangelism can 
we echo John’s words. 

The “antichrists,” John proceeds to 
say, were nominal members of the 
Church, but never really part of it. 
How could they be, accepting as they 
did “a lie’? Dodd remarks: “The 
supreme evening of Christ’s redeem- 
ing work is radically false belief. 
(The quaint old notion that it does 
not matter what a man believes so 
long as he leads ‘a decent life’ needs 
no confutation in a world buzzing 
with ‘ideologies’). The conflict be- 
tween Christ and Antichrist is fought 
out upon the field of the mind. ‘We 
do not war,’ says Paul, ‘according 
to the flesh . . . We demolish argu- 
ments and every proud thing that 
lifts itself up against the knowledge 
of God. We take captive every 
thought into the obedience of Christ’ 
(2 Cor. 10:3-5). 

John was not prepared to regard 
the purveyors and entertainers of 
deadly heresy as the members of 
Christ. Such, in a word, was his posi- 
tion. “They withdrew,” he says, “to 
make it plain that they were none of 
us.” He does not mean that this was 
a deliberate demonstration on the 
part of those who had left the fellow- 
ship. What then does the clause 
mean? Dodd reminds us of a phrase 
so common in the Fourth Gospel, our 

(Continued on page 47) 
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The Conflict With Evil Within 





The second of a series of studies by the Editor on 
the conflict in the Seventh Chapter of Romans. 


“For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth 
no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how 
to perform that which is good I find not” (Rom. 7:18). 

Some time ago I ran across a Bible study on the 
seventh of Romans which was printed in a leaflet of 
small circulation. Introducing the article was the fol- 
lowing: “This article is of the ‘heavy’ type, and there- 
fore needs to be read slowly. It will not appeal to all, 
but is inserted for those who value light from any 
portion of God’s Word; it will repay re-reading.” I 
smiled when I read this, for I realize that I have been 
plowing a straight furrow down through these chapters 
of Romans which probably contain the most involved 
logic that was ever set forth in human language. I sup- 
pose that these studies, also, are. of the “heavy” type; 
but having set my plowing line I propose to go ahead 
until I have covered the whole field of the epistle, if 
the Lord gives me the time and the strength. 

I have plowed real fields, and I remember an experi- 
ence that I had once which will help to illustrate the 
portion of Scripture on which we are meditating. I was 
seated upon a tractor, pulling a three bottom plow 
across a field, turning up the black loam behind me in 
smooth furrows, and experiencing the joy that a man 
can know in the springtime when he is preparing the 
earth for receiving the seed that shall bring forth 
harvest. All of a sudden the points of the plow shares 
caught on a patch of heavy clay, and the shares were 
pulled free of the soil. It takes patience and special 
care to plow a field with a patch of clay. 

The portion of Scripture in which we are working 
may be considered “heavy” by many, but we must not 
forget that heavy soil is the clay from which the finest 
pottery can be made, and when it is properly worked 
and fired, can bring forth vessels of honor fit for the 
Master’s use. This is a part of the Word by which we 
are to live, of which our Lord said, “Man shall not live 
by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out 
of the mouth of God” (Mt. 4:4). And this is a part of 
the Word that can be most useful, if it is mastered by 
the believer, in bringing him out of the stagnation of 
defeat into the sweeping movement of triumph in Christ. 
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By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


The law has entered and done its work in the be- 
liever. The Christian is revealed as still possessing the 
Adamic nature, even though he has been declared justi- 
fied and joined to Christ in His resurrection. It was the 
law that brought the knowledge of sin and caused the 
reaction of the proud flesh against the restraint of the 
law. Nevertheless, the law is spiritual; it is the indi- 
vidual who is carnal, fleshly, physical, sold under sin. 
“TI do not understand what I am doing,” Paul says, “it 
baffles me. For I do not do what I want, but I do the 
very thing I hate. Now if I do the things that I do not 
want to do, I agree that the law is good. So then it is 
no longer I that do it, but sin which has made its home 
within me. For I know that nothing good dwells in me 
that is my flesh. To desire (good) is present with me; 
but I do not find the strength to accomplish what is 
good. For I do not do the good that I wish, but the 
evil I do not wish is what I do. Now if I do what I do 
not wish, it is no longer I who do it, but sin which 
dwells within me. So I discover it to be a law that when 
I want to do good, evil is present. For I delight in the 
law of God in my inmost self. But I see another law in 
my members, at war with the law of my mind, and 
bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in 
my members. Wretched man that I am! who shall 
deliver me from this body of death? I thank God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then I of myself 
serve the law of God with my mind, but with my flesh 
I serve the law of sin” (Rom. 7:15-25 Gk). 

This passage has excited two sets of theologians to 
wild statements at two extreme points, while the cen- 
trality of truth has frequently been neglected by the 
commentators because they have been drawn to take 
sides with one of these extremes. One group—the 
Arminian theologians—have been frightened and 
amazed at what they found here, for this passage is 
indeed the death of all false theologies which say that 
the entrance of the life of Christ brings experimental 
perfection in the present life. They have attempted to 
teach, therefore, that this description is that of an un- 
regenerate man struggling between the higher and 
lower sides of the Amadic nature. Some of them have 
even gone so far as to say that a mature Christian, one 
who has reached some advanced state of blessing, has 
come to the place where the inward conflict between 


ETERNITY 


De- 
the 
sti- 
the 
the 
the 


sin. 

wat 
the 
not 
is 


ive 
ne 
1as 
en 


TY 


the flesh and the spirit has ceased, and that sin and its 
motions may be driven from the flesh by the power of 
the indwelling Spirit of God, and that this should be 
the case with every advanced Christian; that conflict 
should have ceased and sin be eradicated. As we saw 
in our last study Paul made no such claims for himself. 
Those around him would have thought of him as spir- 
itual, but he, himself, presented himself as being carnal, 
and thereby paved the way for the very highest in the 
triumph of spiritual development. 

The other extreme, knowing well that such an appli- 
cation could never stand the test of true exegesis, as we 
shall see, pushed toward an antinomianism, a lawless- 
ness which has given comfort to many professing 
Christians who have said, in effect, that victory over 
sin was impossible, and that, therefore, the Christian 
could keep on living in sin with one part of his nature 
as long as he admitted, in the other part of his nature, 
that what he was doing was wrong. We shall attack 
these two extremes and then show the truth that lies 
between them. 

That this description is not that of an unregenerate 
man is evident by the verbs that are used to describe 
this man’s attitude toward righteousness and the Word 
of God. Of him it is said that “to desire | that which is 
good] is present with me” (v. 18); and it speaks of 
“the good that I desire” (v. 19). Furthermore, the 
writer states, “I delight in the law of God” (v. 22). It 
is impossible for me to conceive that any believer who 
truly understands the nature of sin and righteousness, 
who truly understands the teaching of the first three 
chapters of Romans concerning the state of the unre- 
generate man could believe that the Holy Spirit could 
state that such an unregenerate one “desires good,” 
“desires righteousness,” and “delights in the law of God 
in my inmost self.” If there are those who wonder 
whether the natural conscience of the unregenerate 
man may not desire good and delight in the law of God, 
I would reply that such a thought goes contrary to 
everything that Scripture teaches about the nature of 
the fallen Adam. The natural conscience of the unre- 
generate can distinguish between right and wrong. At 
the best the conscience is a sign-post indicating the 
road that should be traveled, but there is no motive 
power that can take the individual and propel him 
along the road that is indicated. Conscience may cry 
with a loud voice in the hearts of some unregenerate 
men, but such hearts are declared to be “deceitful above 
all things and incurably sick” (Jer. 17:9, Heb.). 

Furthermore, the Greek word that is used in verse 22 

r “delight” is a very strong word. It is sumedomai, 
and is found only here in the New Testament. All 
words that are found only once in the original Greek 
of the New Testament demand special study, and when 
we turn to the concordance of the Septuagint we dis- 
cover that this word is found in several instances in 
this ancient translation of the Old Testament. 
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This delight is certainly a good thing, yet our"conitext 
shows that in the flesh there dwells no good thing. Thus 
both the Old Testament use of the word and that in the 
context of our text prove that the subject of this 
paragraph is a regenerated man. { 

The chapter has shown several uses of the law wait 
one final use is now to be presented to us. The people 
of God are to be delivered from the power of sin, but 
before he describes the details of the deliverance the 
apostle speaks of a further use of the law in teaching 
God’s people the exceeding sinfulness of sin by an 
experience peculiar to themselves. Such is the mean- 
ing of the conflict which is now described. 

One of the best if not the best explanation of this 
conflict that I have ever come across is one spoken in 
lectures by an English Bible teacher, B. W. Newton, 
and printed after his death from notes taken by friends 
who sat under his ministry. These are as follows. “The 
Law is still spoken of in this passage as ‘holy, just and 
good,’ but it is not spoken of (this should be carefully 
observed) as that which was shunned or dreaded, but 
as that which is ‘consented to’ (v. 16), ‘desired’ (v. 19), 
and ‘delighted in’ (v. 22). ‘The new man,’ seeing it is 
‘created according to God in righteousness and true 
holiness,’ must, by the very necessity of its nature,. 
rejoice in that which is ‘holy, just and good.’ ‘I delight: 
in the law of God after the inner man,’ is a sentence 
that may be truthfully used by every one in whom ‘the 

(Continued on page 34) 





During the war two American soldiers, \cardi and LoDolce, mur- 
dered their superior officer, Major Holohan, and gave a false sto:y to 
their superiors in the secret service to explain his deah. After the 
war the Italian authorities unearthed the true story of the murder and 
gave the evidence to American authorities. But no U. S. court has 
jurisdiction over a crime committed in Italy, and the Army, having 
honorably discharged both the culprits, has no means of bringing 
them to justice. A federal judce has now decided that the two men 
may not be extradited by the Italian Government because the two 
nations were at war when the crime was committed, and further, the 
Germans were in charge of the territory at the time. Therefore the 
crime remains unpunishable. But that crime as well as all sin, is 
unpunishable only for the present. The Lord’s justice knows no chal- 
lenge to its jurisdiction. The Lord’s evidence is complete. The Lord's 
time is certain. The only way of the of our 
thoughts and deeds is to accept the settlement which God has made 
for us at the cross of Jesus Christ. 
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There is sorrow 


on the Sea, 


it cannot be quiet 


Jer. 49:23 


By OSCAR S. ZIMMERMANN 


HIS is an unusual text found in a setting of prophe- 

cies and judgment, a short text with a great message. 
It has to do with the sea covering two-thirds of the 
surface of the globe. It speaks to us of the teeming 
multitudes of the world’s population living upon the 
face of the waters, or gaining their livelihood from the 
sea. 

Do we know much or anything of these men of the 
sea, their families, their condition spiritually, their need 
or a way of reaching them with the Gospel? Do we care? 

Many of us have seen the sea in various moods. And 
who does not thrill at the sight of the sun shining on 
the sea, its calmness, its sparkling waters, the glow at 
sunrise and sunset, the shadow of the clouds upon the 
calm, heaving ocean or the storm lashing the billows in 
fury? We know something of the expanse of the sea, its 
depth and also something of the wonders of the deep, 


its denizens and marine life. “The sea is His” (Psa. 
95:5), and His Glory is manifested in a million ways, in 
the unceasing rolling waves, the mountainous spray, and 
the restless tides. If one sails out of sight of land, one 
witnesses a scene older than the pyramids by centuries, 
older than any work of man, the sea as it was to look 
upon when God made it! Over five hundred times the 
Scripture mentions the sea. Much more could be said 
about the beauty and grandeur of the sea, its immensity 
and glory, its various moods, and its testimony to the 
power of the God who created the Heaven and the 
earth and the sea. 

Our text says: “There is sorrow on the sea.” Do we 
know anything about that? Yes, there is real sorrow 
on the sea, sorrow which has to do with the souls of 
men, sorrow that has ruled the waves over the cen- 
turies, sorrow which has overflowed into the dwellings 
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of men ashore and sorrow when the sea shall give up 
her dead to stand before the Great White Throne and 
they be cast into the lake of fire. 

Sorrow cannot touch the elements nor affect man’s 
handiwork. Sorrow affects the men, women, and chil- 
dren living and traveling on the waters of the world. 
It has to do with the souls of men, their condition in 
sin and away from God, and their certain and often 
sudden death. Sorrow reaches out into homes and 
families ashore, around the world. Do we care? 

The sorrow of the sea is best realized when we con- 
sider the millions who have lost their lives at sea. Can 
anyone compute the number? Begin with the dawn of 
history and go through the centuries, does it not stagger 
one? Consider the countless multitudes lost in storms 
at sea. Think of the countless shipwrecks recorded and 
unrecorded among the vessels of every maritime nation. 
What has been the toll extracted by famine and disease, 
and what about the men lost in wars and battles at sea? 
A great multitude buried in the largest single grave on 
the globe, the oceans of the world. Graves are not 
marked, flowers cannot be placed, loved ones are unable 
to visit the graves of their loved ones. Yes, there is 
sorrow on the sea. 

This is reflected in the surroundings of the seaman 
at sea. He lives upon a wilderness of water for days, 
weeks, and months, and years. He is away from church 
and Gospel privileges, practically most of his life at sea. 
A great many watery miles, with no church in sight is 
the distance separating him from spiritual help. Where 
can he attend services? Where can he go to hear the 
Word of God? He faces these foes continually: a 
monotonous life at sea, loneliness, severance of home 
and family ties for long periods of time (often years), 
absence of Christian companionship—shipwrecked for 
time and eternity. i 

What are the conditions the seaman faces ashore, in 
the ports of the world? They are tragic indeed. The 
sorrow of the sea follows the men to land. A two-fold 
peril confronts the men as they step off their ships in 
the port. 

Firstly, there is every sin and vice and their agents 
alerted to ensnare and entrap the soul. Every device of 
Satan, eften brazenly flaunted before these men, seeks 
to ruin lives both in body and soul. Away from home 
no one knows about the erring way of the prodigal, no 
one watches the downward path of often just mere 
boys, and if they spend every penny on women and 
drink, they still have the ship to go back to for food 
and lodging, so nothing need deter them. Let this also 
be made perfectly clear that there are thousands upon 
thousands of honorable family men who have been to 
sea for years and have been kept from debauchery and 





Mr. Zimmermann is the founder (1912) and General Director of the 
1 | Mission to S The has its headquarters in 
Berkeley, California, and its main station in San Francisco. Its work 
is carried on aboard ship in ports all over the world in 120 languages. 
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who man for man are in every way the equal of men 
on land. These men have families in a far away land, 
live a life of solitude, and see their children seldom. 
They go through a life like that for the sake of making 
a living at sea. 
Secondly, the sorrow of the sea is seen ashore in the 
ports through a lack of understanding the need of the 
seaman. The church is away off in a better part of the 
city, does not know, many times does not care, about 
these men who have come from the ends of the earth 
to their port. And where a feeble effort is being made 
the social effort is frequently prevalent and no spiritual 
help extended. The spiritual need of the man of the sea 
is tremendous, yet in port he is neglected shamefully as 
far as an effort is concerned to win him to Christ. Here 
and there a real effort is made through a seamen’s mis- 
sion on shore in some of the ports of the world. 
Charles H. Spurgeon in his daily reading booklet says 
speaking on our text: “Little know we what sorrow may 
be upon the sea at this moment. We are safe in our 
quiet chamber, but far away on the salt sea the hurri- 
cane may be cruelly seeking for the lives of men. Hear 
how the death fiends howl among the cordage; how 
every timber starts as the waves beat like battering 
rams upon the vessel! God help you, poor drenched and 
wearied ones! My prayer goes up to the great Lord of 
the sea and land, that He will make the storm a calm, 
and bring you to your desired haven! Nor ought I to 
offer prayer alone, I should try to benefit those hardy 
men who risk their lives so constantly. Have I ever 
done anything for them? What can I do? How often 
does the boisterous sea swallow up the mariner! Thou- 
sands of corpses lies where pearls lie deep. There is 
death-sorrow on the sea, which is echoed in the long 
wail of the widows and orphans. The salt of the sea is 
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EDITORIALS 


WHISTLING IN THE DARK 

I once heard the story of a boy 
who had to pass a cemetery late at 
night. He had to walk by a high 
wall, approach a large grilled gate, 
and then continue by a high wall 
again. He would begin to whistle 
softly as he came near the wall. The 
whistle grew louder and more shrill 
until it reached its peak as he passed 
by the gate. Then it would slacken 
off as he went on down the street 
and stop as he crossed into the next 
block. 

There are many indications that 
much scepticism of our day is noth- 
ing more than a loud whistle. Men 
would so like to think that Chris- 
tianity is not so. They would so 
like to believe that there is no after- 
life, no judgment. Some of them 
whistle so loudly that they a’most 
eonvince themselves. But they never 
eonvince the objective onlooker. 

I thought of this recently as I 
eame across reviews of a new volume 
of letters that were exchanged be- 
tween the late Justice Oliver Wen- 
dell Holmes and the English soci- 
ologist, Harold Laski. Holmes’ 
letters with Sir Algernon Pollock 
had long since revealed his blatant 
unbelief, and also his horrible, un- 
speakably horrible fears of death. 
Now there is more, and in both 
sides of the correspondence. Laski 
wrote of Christianity, ‘‘I think it 
is gloriously dead intellectually, and 
I think the French Revolution did 
it.’ It is to be wondered if Laski 
had read any of C. S. Lewis, and 
many other champions of intellee- 
tual. Christianity who are putting 
many an unbe’iever to rout. 

Holmes wrote a passage on the 
role of reason which may well be 
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turned against himself and all that 
he ever had to say about religion. 
‘“*As I grow older I realize how 
limited a part reason has in the 
conduct of men. They believe what 
they want to—and although liable 
to shipwreck, they very generally 
get off with a hole in the bottom of 
their boat and stick an old coat into 
that.’’ 

Holmes and Laski be'ieved ‘what 
they wanted to believe. Their writ- 
ings show that they were unhappy 
and frustrated, and that they had 
passed through shipwrecks which 
stove in their boats. They patched 
them up for a time with old coats. 
But the boats have now gone down. 

Holmes also wrote of his own 
atheism: ‘‘I can’t help an_ ocea- 
sional semi-shudder as I remember 
that millions of intelligent men 
think I am barred from the face of 
God unless T change. But how can 
one pretend to believe what seems 
to him childish and devoid alike 
of historical and rational- founda- 
tions?’’ 

With his boat leaking, and stuffed 
with an old coat, he went whistling 
to the last, whistling louder and 
louder. 


CLERICAL IMMUNITY 

Recently Congressman Harold H. 
Velde, being questioned by the press 
concerning the investigation of edu- 
eators for subversive elements, was 
asked if the Congress might -push 
their investigations further, and 
question clergymen. He replied that 
he believed that it should be done. 
Time editorialized in its news com- 
ment that Velde had put his foot in 
it, and that he should have had 
someone teach him more about pub- 
lie relations so that such a frightful 


boner should not have come from 
him. 

Was it a boner? Are ministers, 
rabbis, priests immune from investi- 
gation? Does freedom of religion 
grant to any man who has secured 
ordination the right to do and say 
whatever he pleases? We must not 
forget that clergymen are human 
beings the same as any other mem- 
ber of the Adamic race. A year or 
so ago the papers were filled with 
headlines concerning a minister who 
had stolen $20,000 from a member 
of his congregation. The minister 
was unfrocked and jailed. Being a 
minister could not protect him from 
the effects of his crime. By his ac- 
tion the minister had shown himself 
to be a human being subject to all 
the failures of the human race. He 
had to suffer for his wrong doing. 

It is evident that if we take any 
other view we would raise the clergy 
to a place of idolatry, assuming that 
they could do no wrong, and we 
would violate the Commandment 
which states, ‘‘Thou shalt have no 
other gods before me.’’ 

Several years ago when the Daily 
Worker published lists of those en- 
dorsing Communist programs there 
were a few minister’s names in these 
lists. Today, by actual count, more 
than half the names on such lists 
are names of clergymen. Communist 
infiltration has taken place in the 
clergy perhaps even more than 
among educators. This is under- 
standable if we think of the mind of 
a minister who has gone into the 
ministry without believing in the 
essential fundamental!s of the Chris- 
tian faith. A Unitarian, or a mod- 
ernist who holds unitarian views of 
theology, may be a very high-minded 
man, desiring peace, brotherhood, 
and other great ideals. These men 
may possibly think of themselves as 
good Americans, but in their con- 
fusion they go out and join commit- 
tees for various humane causes, com- 
mittees which are sponsored by 
Communists and backed with Red 
money. They have thus, unwit- 
tingly, become a part in the move- 
ment to weaken the American will 
to resist aggression, and a member 
of the forces that are undermining 
our civilization. 

It is my opinion that the Congress 
has a right to eall any clergyman 
before its committee and to give 
widest publicity to the false ideolo- 
gies which are being circulated by 
many of our supposedly spiritual 
leaders. Ministers may not be ex- 
empt from investigation. 
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A JOB 

There are many jobs to be done, 
and many excuses on the part of 
many for not doing them. I do not 
know the writer of a rather salty 
letter which I received some time 
ago at the close of a week of meet- 
ings in a certain city. I am going to 
share some of the smile and some of 
the grim need with you. 

‘*T left a city chureh to go to a 
country church thirty miles away. 
From a plush chureh to a burlap 
church of 180 sleepers and 1, maybe 
2 pillars—1144 anyway. Preaching 
service twice a month at a preach- 
er’s salary of $20 a month so, of 
course he works for a living. He 
lives 20 miles away so, no visits. But 
he is sound and preaches Jesus 
Christ. The musie¢ is under par. 

“It was only about ten years ago 
I got on the beam for the Lord— 
I had been a church member for 40 
years and a ‘good’ sinner, but I 
waked up and I have honestly tried 
to do everything I ean in the service 
of my Lord since—I realize I am a 
poor vessel, and wonder of wonders 
He uses me. When I hear someone 
ask ‘why did He call Judas?’ I say, 
‘Here's a harder question—why did 
He choose me?’... 

‘*We have a Bible class, now on 
Exodus 38; there has been a good 
response and interest considering 
the teacher (me). Sunday 6 p.m. 
We have increased our Sunday 
school from 60 to 132 and this is 
good considering the superintendent 
(me). The adult class has grown 
from 3 to 31—Sunday 10 a.m. 
Teacher? Me. Children’s hour Sun- 
day at 3 p.m. with enrollment of 
35—yes, I’m the teacher. We have 
a bus route reaching out to bring 
people from the rural areas—yes, 
I’m one of the drivers. 

‘*We have a pretty good start, but 
we need help—the purpose of my 
writing you is: If you should ever 
meet a preacher on fire for God, who 
wants to leave glory and come to a 
country parish, this is the oppor- 
tunity.’’ 

As I said, I have no idea who the 
writer of this letter is, except that 
I have her name and address, and 
learn that she had been a church 
member for 40 years before she was 
set on fire 10 years ago. They join 
the church early in her part of the 
country so I would judge she is up- 
wards of 58 or so. It is quite a pic- 
ture. She is probably a_ grand- 
mother, but out driving a bus to 
bring people in to the church. It 
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rather shames a lot of you, doesn’t 
it? There is a verse in Hebrews 
(5:12), which says ‘‘you ought to be 
teachers.’’ Don’t say there is no 
place. I am sure that the majority 
of people who read this could carve 
themselves out a job in the Lord’s 
work if they really had the heart to 
do it. 


EXCUSES 
The grandmother (that’s a guess) 
who wrote the letter from which we 
quote in the preceding editorial, 
amused and saddened me with the 
following. 


“*T could go on and on telling the 


excuses they give for not coming to 
chureh—if you ever write a book on 
excuses I have some fine ones to con- 
tribute. One family of mine has had 
their memberships in a shoebox in 
the closet for two years—just 
haven’t had time to bring them to 
a chureh. One mother of two pre- 
cious little girls only has the one 
day (Sunday) to wash their hair. 
A boy of fourteen told me he did 
not come to church because it was 
cold, he did not get out much in bad 
weather—but he admitted he had 
not missed a day in school. I won- 
der where he got that excuse—his 
father is a railroad section foreman 
—outdoor job in all sorts of weather, 
but he must stay in on Sunday. Can 
you explain why he is in danger of 
getting flu on Sunday, but the same 
weather on Monday doesn’t hurt 
him? 

“‘I’m not too eritical because I 
remember the day, weather or not, 
I always found an excuse when I 
wanted one. Now I wonder why 
the man next door doesn’t have a 
heart attack from exposure when he 
braves the weather ‘seantily clad 
from the door to the paper box and 
back at 8 a.m., when the same 
weather, and warmly dressed, will 
kill him at chureh time. 

‘‘The town drunk said he worked 
too hard six days a week, and needed 
Sunday to rest. The storekeeper 
said he had arthritis (hurts him so 
much more on Sunday, poor man). 
The mayor, who owns so much of 
the town, said his business kept him 
so busy sixteen hours a day, seven 
days a week, that he could not pos- 
sibly attend church—poor thing! 
He just had to go to Miami during 
the horse racing season to recuper- 
ate. -. 

‘“‘One deacon hasn’t been to 
chureh but twice in two years and 


he lives just across the street from 


the church .. . but he owes another, 
deacon $200 and he can’t worship 
with a man like that (maybe the 
debtor asked him to pay?). 

““We need a revival preacher. The 
church will not pay one now, but 
they can be made to see the light. 
You know a woman cannot untie 
this knot—I’ll work my fingers to 
the bone to help anyone. Many Sun- 
days I spend all day at the church, 
other Sundays I drive 90 to 100 


miles picking up, taking home, 
visiting in the interest of the church. 
We have ordered the Portable 


Church Services and are using them 
on the Sundays when we don’t have 
a preacher.’’ 

There is more, but I couldn’t help 
sharing this with all our Eternity 
family. Some will be led to pray for 
this woman,. for the little town of 
1000 people. Some may be shamed 
by the-weakness of their own efforts 
in comparison with those of someone 
who is.really doing something for 
God. Some may even find their own 
excuses here and begin to leave 
them. ~*~ 


#2. + IV 

Burns wrete a poem in which he 
desired that’ there be a power which 
would enable us to see ourselves as 
others see us. Perhaps it would be 
interesting to some to know how 
people abroad look at American 
television standards. Mr. Bernard 
B. Smith, writing on ‘‘ American 
Television at the Crossroads,’’ in the 
British Broadeasting Company’s 
Quarterly, the most important paper 
in Britain on the questions of radio 
and TV, comes to the following con- 
clusion. ‘‘For the greater part, 
television, I am afraid, will continue 
to minister to a public passively, 
silently, nightly viewing escapist 
fantasy, crime, vaudeville, and 
guessing games, for neither the ad- 
vertiser nor the commercial tele- 
vision station operator can afford to 
support anything better. American 
television is at the crossroads—and 
from present indications no one is 
going to prevent it from taking the 
wrong road.”’ 

Incidentally, from quite another 
souree, I read a comedian’s wise- 
erack about TV. He said, ‘‘It’s a 
shame that TV wasn’t invented 
before radio; for then, when radio 
came and everybody rushed to the 
new medium, they would have said, 
‘Thank God for this new invention 
which takes us away from those 
horrible pictures.’ ’’ 
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@ It is several generations since David Livingstone 
described the slave trade as “the open sore” of Africa. 
Now, thanks be to God, such traffic has gone, at least 
in Africa and in its older form, but there is-a dangerous 
area in the life of Africa which I have ventured to 
describe in the title of this article as “a festering sore.” 
It is the moral, spiritual, and racial condition which 
obtains in the “locations” or native settlements adjoin- 
ing many of Africa’s large cities. To help the reader 
to understand the problem, however, something must 
be said regarding the unusual racial relations in South 
Africa. 

Speaking generally there are three main divisions of 
the population in the Union of South Africa, which is 
the area about which I am now more particularly writ- 
ing. These are the Whites or Europeans, the Africans 


or natives, and the Colored or Asiatics, the latter in- 
cluding the half-caste people. But the matter is even 
more complicated for each of these three main racial 
groups is further subdivided. For instance, the Eu- 
ropeans are divided into Afrikaaners and British. The 
former, descendants of Dutch, French, Huguenot, and 
German immigrants, are now making a strong claim to 
national independence and stressing the necessity of the 
use of Afrikaans language alongside or instead of 
English, and, feeling that the sympathy of some English- 
speaking Europeans is more with Britain than with 
South Africa as an independent country, are sometimes 
somewhat suspicious. There is need for prayer that these 
two groups of Europeans should better understand each 
other. 

Over against the two or two and a half million 
Europeans there are one million colored people’ con- 
sisting of three-quarters of a million Cape Colored and 
a quarter of a million Indians often living together in 
Indian centers in or near cities—and living as in India, 
the women dressed in their colorful saris and many, 
both men and women, worshiping in Hindu Temple or 
Mohammedan Mosque. Then there are Chinese, and 
half-castes of many races. 

But the racial group which concerns us in this article 
is the African native of whom there are about eight 
million in South Africa. Here again the group is sub- 
divided into tribal natives, living their natural tribal 
life under tribal chiefs and continuing tribal customs, 
and the detribalized natives who have come down to 
the cities, often lured by the desire for money or the 
promise of work. It is the latter group with whom I 
am concerned and which, as I believe, God has laid upon 
my heart and mind as a missionary burden. 

Let one who knows the detribalized native and who 
is conducting missionary work among them describe 
their position. 


“Here, as distinct from his tribal life, the native 
often imbibes the worst of European civilization, 
and not having the white man’s steadying back- 
ground, is easily swayed to all kinds of extremes. 
It is a more challenging field than where the Native 
is in his raw state, and where he is still in a meas- 
ure controlled by rules of tribal life. Added to the 
prevailing spiritual darkness, the distressing social, 
economic, housing, sanitary and health conditions 
which largely exist in these locations, make honest, 
honourable and morally clean living peculiarly diffi- 
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Mr. M’tchell, Home Director of the China Inland Mission, 
writes of « recent visit to South Africa. 


cult, and naturally tend to bar any spiritual life, or 

to smother it in its very inception. The conditions 

are appalling.” 

Let me attempt to convey to you the impressions 
made on me during two visits to one of the -several 
locations I visited. On the second occasion I was guided 
by a fine, spiritual woman to whom God has given both 
a call and the love necessary for such a hard ‘task. 

Three thousand people’ would normally live in the 
area covered by this particular location but at present 
it houses (“houses” is the wrong: word but I cannot 
find a convenient alternative!) 30,000 souls, mostly native 
Africans, but including some colored people as well. 
The location, being situated on a flat piece of undrained 
ground, is never free from large stagnant patches of 
water into which much refuse is thrown and which 
often just stinks. Moreover, after heavy rain the pools 
spread and the water comes into numberless houses 
with dreadful results. Water for human consumption 
is purchased from centers where it is laid on by the 
Corporation and payment is made at the rate of about 
a farthing (three-tenths of a cent) per gallon. 

But many of the homes of the natives in these loca- 
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tions are beyond description. Let it be realized imme-: 
diately that the city councils, in some instances, have 
made noble attempts to meet the need, but the few 
simple, good houses provided by city authorities are not 
only painfully inadequate but becoming more so be- 
cause the number of Africans seeking to live in these 
centers is growing much more rapidly; and most of the 
taxation must be borne by the two million Whites. 

These dwelling-places cannot be called houses and 
the nearest descriptive word in English is “shacks” 
though the Afrikaans word pondokkie is generally used 
because even “shack” is liable to give an exaggerated 
idea. Generally speaking they are made of corrugated 
iron sheeting in various stages of rusting and decay. In 
order to close up the holes in the corrugated roof, 
sacking or cardboard is used and held from being blown 
away by large stones. A pondokkie usually consists of 
one room though ingenuity sometimes puts up a simple 
partition of sacking; its size may vary from two yards 
square to four yards by three though they vary in 
almost every detail and are to be found in every stage 
of disrepair. 

In such pondokkies the number of occupants may 
vary from two to ten. Let me attempt to describe two 
which I saw. The first was one of the most wretched 
places I have ever seen and must have been eight feet 
long, six feet wide and six feet high. It was originally 
made entirely of corrugated sheeting nailed on to a 
simple wooden frame, with no window and no chimney. 
In its present state it does not need either, for the gaps 
of missing corrugated cover almost as large an area as 


(Continued on page 43) 
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HADES of Jules Verne! When he wrote of Phineas 
Fogg’s going around the world in eighty days it 
was considered sheer fantasy. But I have just done 

it in much less. In actual flying time it was in less. than 
ten days. Even with another ten days off for a Bible 
conference and two or three days for a rest it was under 
a month, elapsed time. I have been back and forth 
across the Atlantic Ocean about forty times, and it has 
grown commonplace to me to have lunch in New York 
and breakfast in Paris. But this is something different 
and leaves me with a slight air of incredulity. 

Friends took me to the airport in San Francisco on 
a Monday morning. At eleven o’clock the big clipper 
took to the air and on a perfect day the etched hills 
and bridges fell back from beneath us, the Farallon 
Islands disappeared and the Pacific lay before us. I soon 
had my typewriter set up and notes that I had made 
during the previous months and did some writing. At 
seven o’clock we were at Honolulu. A taxi took me to 
the great hotel on Waikiki beach and a wonderful din- 
ner was served. At eleven o’clock we were in the air 





that we might have to fly around until the clouds 
cleared. There had been times when it was necessary 
to fly back to Manila. I said, “We are going in right on 
time and in sunny weather.” The pilot looked at me 
and did not say anything, but I had a quiet assurance 
that was extraordinary that everything on this entire 
trip would go like clockwork. When we reached the 
China coast the clouds had lifted, the sun was shining 
gloriously and we came down the slot between the 
mountains with the great port glistening between us 
and an unlimited ceiling. 

At the airport to meet me were several missionary 
friends: Grace Potts from my own church, who is with 
the China Inland Mission, and Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Roberts of the Bible Institute of Los Angeles, whom I 
had known since childhood. There were some English 
missionaries, and some other American missionaries who 
came in to speed a parting guest. The luncheon hour was 
quickly past and we were in the air again, this time 
flying toward Bangkok. A few minutes after we had 
taken off I noticed that the sun was coming into the 
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again. A physician friend had given me a sleeping pill 
and I took it as we left the ground at Honolulu. The 
next thing I knew the stewardess was shaking me and 
telling me that we were about to land on Wake Island, 
and it was Wednesday morning. During the night we 
had crossed the international date line, and had lost 
Tuesday completely. Though I have had enough 25 
hour days and 27 hour days to make up the difference, 
there is always something disconcerting about losing 
a day out of the calendar. 

After breakfast at Wake it was a straight flight for 
Guam where we had lunch, and another straight flight 
for Manila where we came down in the evening in time 
for dinner. The planes do not go straight on, for the 
Hong Kong airport, one of the most difficult in the 

‘world, can be approached only in broad daylight. But 
dinner and the night in the Philippines were soon past 
and we were on our way to Hong Kong. I had as my 
seatmate across the Pacific one of the highest execu- 
tives of Pan American Airways, and shared somewhat 
in the deferential treatment accorded to him. The pilot 
came back to tell us that Hong Kong was overcast and 
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cabin at right angles to the flight of the plane. I knew 
therefore that we were flying due east, while we should 
have been flying southwest. I went to the pilots and 
asked the reason why. They took the map and showed 
me some islands that were occupied by the Russians. 
These islands were fortified, and had orders to shoot. 
Thus we made a great detour around them. While we 
had been on the ground at Hong Kong we had seen 
some buildings, occupied by Chinese commercial mis- 
sions, flying the Red flag. Around us were mountains 
which were inside the iron curtain. 

At teatime we were at Bangkok, Thailand. The 
golden temples lay beneath us and the land was cov- 
ered with that vapor which makes the sticky climate, 
one of the worst in the world. I remembered my former 
visit to Bangkok in which I had spent the hottest days 
of my life. We stepped out of the plane into the stifling 
heat and were glad that there was only one hour to 
await our departure. One more take-off, a setting sun, 
the lights of a distant city, the outline of the Hooghly 
River and then Calcutta. California was two nights 
away. It was fantastic. Even now as I write this in 
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South India several days later, there is a feeling of un- 
reality about it all. Two weeks ago today I was preach- 
ing in Tucson, Arizona. 

I was met in Calcutta by a group of believers, an 
Englishman, a Chinese, and an Indian. The Englishman, 
Mr. Collette, is pastor of the Carey Church in Calcutta. 
The Chinese, Pastor Lamb, is the spiritual leader of the 
Chinese Christian community. The Indian was a layman 
of the city. We went through the streets of this great 
sprawling metropolis, congested with refugees since 
the separation of India from Pakistan brought so many 
Hindus back from the Moslem territory. The church 
to which we went was built by Carey himself, and is one 
of the earliest monuments to Christian missionary work 
in India. On the wall there was also a plaque telling 
how Adoniram Judson had joined this mission, come to 
this church, and then gone. to Burma to start the great 
work there. Carey’s own chair was in the pulpit, and 
the pastor said, “Go up and sit in it,” but I preferred to 
stand at the foot of the stairs and remember this pio- 
neer who had come into this dark land when it was a 
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Satanic stronghold without one Christian in a thousand 
miles. 

The next morning I started for the airport. People 
who have not traveled would find the things that we 
saw unbelievable. The filth of paganism is indescrib- 
able. The street cleaners were out with their hoses, 
washing off the middle of the streets. The water ran 
into the gutters. For several miles we went along 
through scenes like this and watched the people in the 
gutter washing themselves with the water that had 
swept the refuse from the streets, filling their hands 
with it and washing their faces, putting it in their 
mouths and spitting it out, brushing their teeth with it. 
An interminable number of outcasts were sweeping the 
streets. It seems that much of India is swept every day. 
Our missionary said that the dirt is moved from one 
place to another each day. 

We soon were in the air headed south. Half way to 
Madras we came down at a place named Vizagapatam. 
When the door of the plane was opened the stifling heat 
came in and we got out to walk to the shade of the 
airport while the cargo was being dealt with. About one 


hundred girls in their early teens were there to see an 
airplane. They had been brought out by four of their 
teachers, and they looked upon us with almost as much 
awe as they did upon their first airplane. All educated 
people in India speak English and I asked one of the 
teachers if there were Christians in the district. She 
smiled brightly and ‘said, “I am a Lutheran.” Another 
teacher quickly said, “I am a Roman Catholic.” A third 
said, “I am also a Lutheran.” The fourth was the head- 
mistress. We did not have to ask her what she was for 
the red spot of Kali worship was in the center of her 
forehead. One of the Lutheran teachers gave a fine 
testimony of her faith in Christ. I took her name and 
address and told her I would send her a copy of Teach- 
ing the Word of Truth with stories and pictures. When 
the children knew that I was an author, they were very 
interested and one of the Lutheran teachers said that 
religious teaching was not permitted in the school. The 
Hindu head mistress immediately answered in this case, 
because the children had seen me, that she would allow 
the book to be read in the school, so we had another 
illustration of the Lord’s going before us. 

I came down at Madras in southeastern India and 
was met by some fine Christians, among them Donald 
David, who has been in America. He told me a wonder- 
ful story of how he had set out to live by faith. He had 
decided that he wished to go to America to study and 
to see the country. He got enough money to buy a 
one-way ticket and then put the thing in the hands of 
the Lord since a visa for America was very difficult to 
obtain. The train which he had to take in order to go to 
Columbo to catch the boat for America left on a certain 
evening at 8 o’clock. The American visa had not come 
on the morning of that day but he waited quietly on the 
Lord and at 4 o’clock in the afternoon, a courier from 
the consulate brought him his visa and he went off to 
America. Another man in the group was the venerable 
Mr. Samuels who has been one of the outstanding 
leaders in southern India through a long generation. 

I was beginning to feel the heat so there was a time 
of rest before a tea party to which approximately forty 
or fifty of the leaders of Madras came. We had a pleasant 
time of discussion and I learned many things about the 
religious life of Madras. Soon it was time for an evening 
meeting and I was able to preach directly in English to 
a church that was crowded to capacity with people 
sitting outside the several open doors. It could be seen 
that these people are hungry for Bible teaching and 
there can be no doubt that a Bible teacher could spend 
a year in this land and have great crowds every day 
for several weeks of meetings in a dozen cities. 

The next morning I flew to Cochin which is the 
beautiful seaport on the southwest coast of India. This 
is by far the most beautiful part of the subcontinent, for 
here on this coastal strip some 250 miles long and one 
or two hundred miles inland, there is an extremely fer- 
tile slope. Millions of people live here in the state of 

(Continued on page 43) 
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IN THE BOOK OF GENESIS 
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WHAT PROFIT? (37:26) May 1 
Unhappy the man who comes to the place in life 
where he has nothing left but material values. At first 
he puts a material value upon a material thing. Then 
he comes to the place where he puts a material value 
on a moral thing. It is not far from there to the moment 
when a material value is placed upon a spiritual thing. 
Judah had reached the point where he put a material 
value on his own brother. There are those who have 
put a material value on Christ . . . They place other 
things in the balance over against Him and decide that 
it is not profitable to them to follow Him, and therefore 
they refuse to receive Him as Saviour. But what shall 
it profit a man if he gain the whole world and lose his 
own soul? (Mk. 8:36). There are many things whose 
price is above rubies and happy the man who can count 

and weigh with a sense of true worth. 
Lord, give us a proper set of values. 


HIS BRETHREN WERE CONTENT (37:27) May 2 

The day would come when their contentment would 
be gone and they would be sore afraid in the presence 
of their brother become their judge. There may have 
been a moment of contentment in the heart of Judas 
at the time he first rubbed his pieces of silver together. 
How shiny they were! What a delicious sound they 
gave forth as they fell one against another! Is there any 
sound nicer than the sound of coin on coin? But there 
came the moment when Judas hated the silver to such 
an extent that he hurled the coins down before the men 
who had paid him. Joseph was now being sold. The 
money was divided, and they were content. Sin has its 
“fleeting pleasu.e” (Heb. 11:25) but they are more 


fleet than pleasure. 
Lord, arouse our consciences. 


THEY .. . SOLD JOSEPH (37:28) May 3 

Envy has now reached its full fruitage. At first the 
fine coat and the promise of elevation pricked their 
hearts and set in motion all the chain of jealousy. It is 
one of the most subtle of all sins, and can be conquered 
only by the grace of God. To discern envy in your own 
heart you must watch the acting of your mind toward 
persons whose situations and circumstances are about 
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equal to your own. The principle is the strongest when 
there is rivalry in which you are concerned. People do 
not like to be excelled in the line in which they think 
themselves proficient. The woman who finds herself 
beautiful is never envious of a homely woman. The 
scholar who is a candidate for honors is not envious of 
a scholar in a totally different field. You must consider 
how you react when you feel yourself outstripped in 
your own specialty. It is a seed that can grow even to 
the sale of a brother. 
Lord, keep us satisfied with what 
Thou art pleased to give us. 


THEY BROUGHT JOSEPH INTO EGYPT (37:28) 
: May 4 
What a cargo! They came with spicery, balm, and 
myrrh; they left with spicery, balm, myrrh, and Joseph. 
Humanly speaking this was a one-way trip, for Joseph 
will never come out of Egypt alive. Only his bones will 
be brought back to be buried here. Seemingly this is 
the end of all things so far as he is concerned, and so 
far as all the promises to him are concerned. How will 
Joseph’s sheaf stand straight in Egypt if his brethren 
are to be left behind? How will the sun, moon and stars 
bow down before him if he is to be in Egypt? The 
camels continue on their southward course and Joseph’s 
fine coat is left behind, symbol of his rank and position. 
If he had looked at circumstances, he would have 
thought that God had abandoned him. The favorite son 
has become a slave. Joseph is with a caravan of camels, 

owned by Ishmaelites, and in Egypt. 

Lord, show us how circumstances lie. 


REUBEN RETURNED UNTO THE PIT (37:29) May 5 

It was the intention of this older brother to deliver 
Joseph from the pit and return him to his father. It 
is so stated in an earlier verse (22). It is good to recall 
that this was the action of the brother who held the 
birthright by his position as the eldest brother. He was 
not present when the sale was made. He had planned 
to do the best that human wisdom could dictate to him, 
but God had planned to work miracles through Joseph, 
and He had to sell him into slavery in order to do this. 
There are times when it is impossible for one righteous 
man to prevail against a horde of evil doers. Even the 
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shrewdest strategem will fail. But even though we may 
be exceedingly sorry that our plans have failed, we can 
be sure that the plan of the Lord has not failed. If 
Reuben had had more faith, he would have had fewer 
tears. 

Lord, may we see Thee through our distress. 


WHITHER SHALL I GO? (37:30) May 6 
Sin always separates. Reuben had intended to save 
the child’s life and had succeeded in keeping him from 
being murdered. But his brothers had sold the child 
during his absence and now that he returns to accom- 
plish Joseph’s deliverance he finds the boy gone. At 
once his grief is manifested. He has a sense of right 
and wrong. He has a sense of obligation to his father. 
He knows what this disappearance of the child will do 
for the old father who has already suffered so much. 
“Whither shall I go?” Is it possible to get away from 
sin and its effects? When Adam had sinned, he started 
to hide himself. David said, “Whither shall I go from 
Thy Spirit? Or whither shall I flee from Thy presence? 
If I ascend to Heaven, Thou art there! If I make my 
bed in Hell, Thou art there! If I take the wings of the 
morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 
even there Thy hand shall lead me” (Psa. 139:7-10). 
Lord, teach us that the only place to hide 
from Thee is to hide in Thee. 


THEY .. . DIPPED THE COAT IN THE BLOOD (37:31) 
May 7 
When men have determined to commit sin they find 
themselves in a chain of events that brings ever more 
sin. One brings two and two brings four. They had 
begun with envy and had gone on to anger, malice, 
bitterness, and hatred. These had brought about sug- 
gested murder, and selling a brother into slavery. Now 
they were to attempt to cover it all up, and to do this 
demanded not only a lie, but a lie backed up with lying 
evidence. It would not be enough to go to their old 
father and say that they had not seen Joseph. That 
would have demanded a search that they would know 
in advance to be fruitless. So they prepare evidence. 
The coat which had originally aroused their envy is 
dipped in the blood of one of the kids of the flock and 
the stage is set for the perpetration of the great fraud 
on their father. It is the garment bestowed in grace by 
the Father which causes the greatest hatred of the 
world (John 15:19). 
Lord, keep us; oh! keep us. 


JOSEPH IS WITHOUT DOUBT RENT IN PIECES 
(37:33) May 8 
How many tears come through lack of faith. God has 
spoken through Joseph’s dreams and his father knew 
about them. He should have understood that the Lord 
had not led him to give the birthright to Joseph without 
following it through with His own divine protection. 
Had he not lived a lifetime of experiences centering 
around this theme? Had not God promised the birth- 
right to him before he was born and gone to amazing 
lengths to give it to him and to preserve him for it? 
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And yet in spite of the promises and the leadings of the 
Holy Spirit, Jacob believes the first rag dipped in blood ' 
that is put before him. When will we learn to build 
our beliefs not upon our experiences but upon the 
Word of God. The basis of theology is not what we see 
in life but what we see in the Book. 

Lord, keep us in the simplicity of faith. 


THUS HIS FATHER WEPT (37:35) May 9 


When our senses are convinced of something they 
will lead us on from doubt to stubborn conviction, and 
from stubborn conviction to greater doubt. How many 
dozens of Bible stories are calculated to teach us that 
we must not trust in the evidence of our senses? How 
many times God has reiterated the lessons and multi- 
plied the examples to show us that He is wanting us to 
believe His Word rather than that which our eyes and 
our minds reason. We are even told in so many words, 
“Trust in the Lord with all thine heart and lean not 
unto thine own understanding” (Prov. 3:5). The RSV 
improves it thus, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, 
and do not rely on your own insight .. . Be not wise in 
your own eyes; fear the Lord.” It may be correct sci- 
entific method to draw inferences from the body of 
tested proof. But if we attempt to use this method in 
spiritual matters, we will run into difficulty at every 
turn. Walking by faith is the opposite of walking by 
sight; and it is the opposite of walking by insight! 

Lord, may we turn from sense to Thee. 


THE MIDIANITES SOLD HIM .... UNTO POTIPHAR 
(37:36) May 10 

The chapter does not end without letting us know 
that Joseph reached Egypt in safety and that he was 
sold into the household of a high official of that land. 
We can be sure that when God is dealing with one of 
His children He is going to put that child in the place 
that will be best for him, even though we may not see, 
know, or understand. There is a great hymn which 
contains the lines: 


Peace, perfect peace; With loved ones far away? 
In Jesus’ keeping we are safe, and they. 

Peace, perfect peace; Our future all unknown? 
Jesus we know; and He is on the throne. 


The point of the hymn is in the punctuation. The first 
line is an interrogation. Is it possible to have perfect 
peace when our loved ones are far away? Of course, 
it is possible, for both we and they are safe in the Lord’s 
keeping. And if we know the Lord, our future is safe 
in Him. 

Lord, ground us in trusting Thee. 


IT CAME TO PASS AT THAT TIME (38:1) May 11 

We instinctively ask why this story is found here? 

Why is the record of these events given, and given in 

such plainness of details? Why is the story of Jacob 

and Joseph interrupted at this point? We may be sure 

that in a book marked by so definite a purpose and 
(Continued on page 36) 


The way of escape is revealed WITH the temptation, not in anticipation of it 23 








International 


SUNDAY SCHOOL 


Sossons 





BY DONALD F. ACKLAND 


MAY 24, 1953 
Problems of the Christian 
Conscience 

LESSON TEXT. 1 Corinthians 8:7-13; 6:18-20 
Golden Text: “If meat make by brother 
to offend, I will eat no flesh while the 
world standeth, lest I make my brother 
to offend” (1 Cor. 8:13). 


Dangerous modern philosophies on the 
importance of self-expression have encour- 
aged the attitude: “I am my own master; 
i can do as I like.” No portion of Scripture 
more adequately deals with this error than 
the chapters set for our study this week. 
Paul was dealing not with hypothetical 
cases but with the actual disregard of 
moral restraints on the part of professing 
Christians. With startling frankness he 
exposed the offender and those who con- 
doned his offense, and turned the occasion 
into an opportunity for insisting on the 
highest moral standards on the highest 
spiritual grounds. 

We are counseled to read the Corinthian 
epistles against the background of prevail- 
ing conditions in a city which was steeped 
in vice often masquerading under the cloak 
of religion. That is undoubtedly necessary. 
But equally necessary is the recognition of 
present-day conditions which furnish ap- 
palling parallels with apostolic times. The 
decline in moral standards today constitutes 
a reason why Paul's admonitions should 
be emphasized afresh, and the standards of 
Christian behavior which he demanded 
preached as binding on all who profess the 
name of Jesus. 

LESSON MATERIAL 

First Corinthians was written partly in 
answer to a letter which Paul had received 
from the church in Corinth (7:1). Several 
questions in the area of Christian behavior 
had been presented for his judgment. Evi- 
dently, one of these questions concerned 
the eating of meats which had previously 
been dedicated to an idol. This issue is 
dealt with in chapter 8 from which the 
first of our readings is taken. 

Although the passage begins with verse 7 
it will be necessary to study the entire 
chapter. It seems likely that the Corin- 
thians had excused themselves in this prac- 
tice on the ground that, as Christians, they 
knew that an idol was only a thing of wood 
or metal, and that therefore, from their 
enlightened point of view, the dedication of 
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the meat in a’ pagan ceremony had no real 
significance. The meat itself was no better 
or no worse! 

With this Paul agreed (1-6), but he had 
two comments. The first was concerned 
with this knowledge which the Corinthians 
claimed. Knowledge needs the restraint of 
love, otherwise it is a thing of pride and 
conceit. His correspondents were right in 
their evaluation of idols; but what they 
failed to recognize was that everybody 
else did not share this enlightenment (v. 7). 
There were some in Corinth, possibly in- 
cluded in the membership of the Christian 
church, to whom an idol was still a thing 
of superstitious veneration. Their progress 
in - spiritual understanding had not suff- 
ciently advanced to free them from their 
earlier misconceptions. What of them? 

The mature believer would be neither 
helped nor hurt spiritually by partaking of 
meat offered to an idol (v. 8). But his less 
informed brother might be _ seriously 
troubled by discovering that a well-estab- 
lished convert was buying his meat in the 
temple shambles, Such a man might easily 
be led into doing that for which his con- 
science condemned him—a step which could 
have disastrous consequences. Hence Paul 
took the high ground of abstinence for the 
sake of the weaker brother. Since example 
was involved, nothing was _ permissible 
which would prove a stumbling block to 
others. 


Temple of the Holy Spirit 


Our second passage (6:18-20) belongs 
to the section which includes both chapters 
5 and 6. An unspeakable case of immorality 
had arisen in the membership of the church 
in Corinth, and the offense had been passed 
by without disciplinary action. This prompt- 
ed Paul to a statement of great frankness 
on the believer’s personal morals, a state- 
ment all the more necessary because of 
the appalling laxity which prevailed in the 
world of that time, and more particularly 
in the city of Corinth whose very religion 
made provision for licentious practices and 
displays. 

Paul's insistence on personal purity for 
Christians was based on the proprietorship 
of Christ (v. 15) and the indwelling of the 
Holy Spirit (v. 19). The believer cannot 
truthfully say: “I am my own master.” 
Instead, he needs the reminder: “Ye are 
bought with a price” (v. 20). By virtue of 
Christ’s death for us He has purchased 
us to be His own (1 Peter 1:18-19). His 
ownership is attested by the residence with- 
in us of His Holy Spirit, so that our 
bodies house this divine Guest. To realize 
this will surely preserve us from that 
which would degrade what God has so sig- 





nally honored and at the same time bring 
disrepute upon His holy name. 


LESSON PLAN 
1. The Problem of Behavior 
a. Inward impulses 
b. Envir tal infl 
2. The Restraint of Example 
a. “All' things are lawful: . . 
b. The weaker brother 
3. The R ibility of Relationshi 
a. Purchased by blood 
b. Indwelt by the Spirit 
1. The problem of behavior is one which 
every Christian faces. The insistent reality 








_of the problem is evident from the fact 


that any panel discussion on the Christian 
life will produce questions beginning: “Is 
it right for a Christian to... ?” The 
problem arises, in the first place, from in- 
ward impulses. The believer soon discovers 
that the old demands of the flesh are not 
subdued by ‘the experience of conversion. 
Whereas the unregenerate man will yield 
to these impulses without hesitation, the 
born-again man is faced by the question: 
“Is this thing right for me now that I am 
a Christian?” He needs a standard by 
which to judge his conduct. 

The problem is accentuated, however, by 
external conditions and influences. In the 
pagan environment of Corinth-the believers 
found a constant challenge to their manner 
of life. Moral standards were low, and no 
exception was taken on the part of the 
average citizen to practices which the fol- 
lower of Christ viewed with newly-awaken- 
ed disapproval. Should he conform to the 
general practice, or rigorously abstain, or 
find a line of compromise? His problem is 
ours in a society which increasingly con- 
forms to the pattern of paganism. 

2. Our Scriptures furnish us with two 
answers to the problem, and. the first of 
these is the restraint of example. We often 
try to rationalize our conduct by the state- 
ment: “There’s nothing wrong in it.” Paul 
admitted that most of the pursuits of life 
are lawful in themselves; the mischief lies 
in their perversion. Eating meat, for ex- 
ample, is a perfectly legitimate thing for 
the Christian, as also is the sexual rela- 
tionship. But our attitude toward these and 
other things must be determined in the 
light of the fact that the world abuses 
them. Therefore, our behavior must be 
beyond reproach. 

The case of meat offered to idols fur- 
nishes a practical example of Paul’s teach- 
ing. The well-instructed believer could 
laugh off the idea that meat was any better 
or any worse for being dedicated in an 
idol temple. If it was good quality meat 
at a fair price, why should he not partake 
of it? The answer was that some less 
mature person, still unemancipated from 
the pagan background of Corinth, would 
be spiritually hindered by such practice. 
Hence, the true Christian will judge his 
behavior in the light of its effect upon 
others and consider himself last of all. 

3. But Paul could and did take higher 
ground than this. There are some sins (and 
the apostle deals with them in our larger 
Scripture) which are committed in private. 
They may never become public knowledge. 
Are we to reason, therefore, that because 
the matter of example is absent we may 
do as we like? By implication Paul reminds 
us that there is always One observer of 
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our conduct, and, 11 we are Christians, His 
interest is a proprietory interest. We be- 
long to Him by the purchase of blood. It 
is not a question, therefore, of doing as I 
like but as He likes. All my actions must 
be considered in the light of the fact that 
I belong to Christ. 

As proof of His ownership, the Lord 
has placed a tenant within each of His 
blood-bought children. ‘Your body is. the 
Temple of the Holy. Ghost.” That is not 
a statement for the Christian who has 
attained. an advanced degree of sanctity; 
it refers to every converted man, and 
woman. God is resident within us by His 
Spirit.. With what dignity, then, this invests 
our bodies! We would not wash down the 
automobile in our Sunday suit; how much 
more important that we should observe the 
correct use of these divinely-sealed bodies 
ef ours! Nothing that degrades or abuses 
the physical should be permitted by those 
who are Christ’s through the redemption 
of His blood. 


MAY 31, 1953 

The Way of Christian Love 
LESSON TEXT: 1 Corinthians 13 
Golden Text: “Now abideth faith, hope, 
charity, these three; but the greatest of 
these is charity” (1 Cor. 13:13). 


There were some conditions in the church 
at Corinth which arose from the particular 
circumstances that prevailed in that heathen 
city. There were other conditions which 
were not restricted to circumstances of 
time or place, but which, unfortunately, 
assert themselves in every group of people, 
both in and out of the church. One such 
condition was dealt with by Paul in 1 
Corinthians 12 where he rebuked on one 
hand the disdainful pride of some who 
imagined themselves superior in ability and 
intellect, and on the other hand the jealousy 
of others who wanted more recognition 
than they obtained. 

As a corrective to these unchristian atti- 
tudes, Paul composed his eulogy on love 
which we have in 1 Corinthians 13. This 
passage is generally recognized as a sublime 
literary composition, and its sentiments 
have had almost universal endorsement. 
Our purpose in teaching this lesson, how- 
ever, must be to relate Paul’s teaching on 
love to everyday conduct, and to see in it 
the reflection of divine love which is ex- 
pressed to us in our Lord Jesus Christ. 


LESSON MATERIAL 

It will be well to read chapter 12 as a 
necessary preliminary to the understanding 
of Paul’s love chapter. Discord had arisen 
among the Corinthian believers concerning 
the various “gifts” which the several mem- 
bers possessed and their exercise in the 
service of the church. Resentments had 
crept in against those who had particular 
qualities of leadership; and the situation 
had been aggravated by the overbearing 
attitudes of some of the better equipped 
individuals. 

Paul’s rebuke of this condition followed 
two min lines. In the first place, he re- 
minded these disputing believers that all 
Christians graces stem from the same 
source—the “Holy Spirit. There is no place 
for pride or for envy since varying skills 
and abilities are the bestowment of God 
through His Spirit. Who are we to chal- 
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lenge the wisdom of the Lord in His dis- 
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able exercise is to relate these statements 
to the Lord Jesus Himself, thus realizing 
how He embodied in His person all the 
gracious traits which Paul enunciated. 

Paul began by listing some of the spirit- 
ual skills which were engendering mis- 
understanding in Corinth—eloquence, ex- 
position, discernment, erudition, faith, 
bountifulness, zeal. All were good and 
desirable, but they alt needed one thing to 
give them real value. All must be motivated 
by love and exercised in love. 

So the apostle proceeded to reveal the 
divine characteristics of love, and in so 
doing he rebuked the attitudes which were 
marring the fellowship of the Corinthian 
church. Love cannot be exasperated, but 
persists in kindness. Love neither envies 
another’s possessions nor despises the less 
favored. Love is gracious, unselfish, patient, 
always believing the best. Love finds no 
pleasure in evil report, but delights in the 
upright and true. Love endures, has stead- 
fast faith, triumphs in its optimism, sur- 
vives every test. 

The lasting quality of love is the apostle’s 
next theme. He shows how desirable Chris- 
tian gifts serve their purpose and are super- 
seded. They belong to the now and not to 
the forever. But there are three things 
which are as eternal as God Himself, 
namely, faith, hope, and love—and “the 
greatest of these is love.” 


LESSON PLAN 
1, The Cause of Discord 
a. The mischief in Corinth 
b. A persistent condition 
2. The Apostle’s Corrective 
a. Acknowledge the Giver 
b. Recognize mutual dependence 
3. The Supreme Quality 
a. Love in practice 
b. Love in demonstration 

1. Last week’s lesson dealt with flagrant 
immoralities and inconsistencies in the 
Cofinthian church. Paul wrote sternly con- 
cerning these because he recognized their 
threat to the progress of the Gospel. But 
the apostle knew of other faults in the 
church which were equally disastrous in 
undermining its spiritual power. Sins of the 
disposition could do as much harm as sins 
of the flesh; compare Romans 13:13 where 
he bracketed “strife and envying” with 
“rioting and drunkenness . . . chambering 
and wantonness” to be equally avoided by 
the true Christian. So in this Corinthian 
epistle Paul addressed himself to the evils 
of pride and jealousy. 

Few things. have done more to set back 
the Christian cause than these twin evils. 
Unfortunately, they recur in almost every 
church or group of Christians. A perverted 
sense of superiority makes some dictators 
in the local church, while at the other ex- 
treme others withhold the service they can 
render from motives of peevish jealousy, 
eg., “I’m not going to teach a class of 
Juniors while he is asked to teach Inter- 
mediates.” 

2. Paul had two correctives for these 
unseemly attitudes. First, he indicated the 
Source of all ability for service and assign- 
ments in service. Through His Holy Spirit, 
the Lord Himself endows us with our 
several gifts, and it is at His summons that 
we join His cause. Men are not our mas- 
ters, but the Lord Christ. It is to Him, 
then, that we are answerable. 


Second, the apostle used the analogy of 
the body to indicate the mutual dependence 
of believers in relation to their Christian 
service. As the body is not all eye or all 
mouth, so in the Church we cannot all be 
preachers or evangelists. There are physical 
members less conspicuous than the rest but 
not less important. Likewise in the church, 
those who discharge the less prominent 
tasks are making an indispensable contribu- 
tion to the work of the whole. This should 
eliminate a sense of superiority and inde- 
pendence on one hand, and entourage a 
consciousness of worthwhile service on the 
other. God has a place for every one in 
His program, and that program is best 
served when ali work together in harmon- 
ious co-operation. 

3. The all-important qualification for 
Christians is the qualification of love. It 
provides the solution to all problems of 
personality and disposition. It furnishes 
the dynamic for unselfish, self-effacing 
service. It constitutes the unanswerable 
argument with which to confront the cyni- 
cism of the world. With love in our hearts 
we have the one -absolutely necessary item 
of equipment for Christ’s service. 

Love, as the apostle described it, reminds 
us of our Lord Himself, The secret of His 
power over men is found in those very 
traits which are enumerated in 1 Corin- 
thians 13. That love is first of all for us. 
“God so loved that He gave.” “The Son of 
God, who loved me, and gave Himself for 
me.” We must take shelter in that love 
through faith. That love is then im us. 
“The love of God is shed abroad in our 
hearts.” Because of a new relationship with 
the Father we become the possessors of 
His outflowing love and its constant object. 
Again, that love is through us. “The love 
of Christ constraineth us.” Won by divine 
love, enriched by that love, we in turn 
become channels of that love. We have 
failed to attain God’s purpose for us until 
His love is made manifest through our 
lives, first toward our fellow Christians, 
and then toward all men everywhere. 
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Principles of Christian Stewardship 
LESSON TEXT: 2 Corinthians 9 
Golden Text: “Every man according as he 
purposeth in his heart, so let him give; 
not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God 
loveth a cheerful giver” (2 Cor. 9:7). 

Two chapters in the second Corinthian 
epistle are devoted to matters of Christian 
stewardship, and no verse of this section is 
more important than that with which it 
closes: “Thanks be unto God for His un- 
speakable gift” (2 Cor. 9:15). Here Paul 
makes it plain that all our giving should 
be thanksgiving, and that the sublime object 
of our gratitude should be God’s great 
Gift to us, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The subject of church finance is some- 
times discussed on miserably low levels, 
both on the part of those who promote it 
and in the rank and file of church member- 
ship. It can be presented in a way that is 
demanding and legalistic; it can be re- 
sponded to in a spirit of unwillingness and 
resentment. Both attitudes need correction 
in the light of apostolic practice and pre- 
cept; hence the high value of today’s study. 
Paul’s argument for adequate stewardship 
on the part of believers was presented on 


Eternity 


the highest grounds, and its most telling 
point was the obligation of gratitude which 
every redeemed life must acknowledge. 


LESSON MATERIAL 

Both chapters 8 and 9 are set for teacher 
study and they are equally important for an 
effective presentation of this lesson. 

The background to both chapters is the 
fund which Paul and his associates were 
promoting for the assistance of needy 
Christians in Jerusalem. The matter had 
been presented to the Corinthian church by 
Titus and the apostle had answered a 
question concerning the method of the 
collection in 1 Corinthians 16:1-3. A year 
had elapsed, however, without any effective 
step to complete the gift from the believers 
of Corinth. So, in this second epistle, Paul 
courteously admonished his friends in that 
city to give attention to their stewardship 
and meet their commitment. 

By way of inducement, Paul mentioned 
the liberality of the churches of Mace- 
donia (8:1-8) and the example of the Lord 
Jesus Himself (8:9). Under the Roman 
conquest, Greece had been divided into the 
two provinces of Macedonia and Achaia, 
to which Philippi and Corinth belonged 
respectively. Macedonia was an impoverish- 
ed area, to which Paul made reference 
when he said: “Their deep poverty abound- 
ed unto the riches of their liberality.” But 
Achaia was wealthy and prosperous, so 
that the Corinthian believers were without 
excuse. 

It is important to note that Paul stated 
of the Macedonian Christians that “they 
first gave their own selves to the Lord.” 
The epistle to the Philippians reveals a 
church happily free from those moral 
lapses which the apostle had to rebuke 
among the Corinthians. A dedicated church 
membership was proving itself generous to 
the point of self-sacrifice, in contrast with 
a church marred by many inconsistencies 
whose standards of stewardship were fall- 
ing short. 


A Pledge Recalled 


The ninth chapter begins with a state- 
ment by Paul to the effect that he had no 
need to persuade the Corinthians of the 
importance or worthiness of the appeal 
made for the Jerusalem believers. When 
the project had first been mentioned, the 
church in Corinth had adopted it with 
enthusiasm—so much so that Paul had 
used their eager response as an inducement 
for others (9:1-2). What was now wanted 
was that “readiness” should become “per- 
formance” (8:11). Suppose the Macedon- 
ians should discover that the contribution 
from Corinth had not materialized! Who 
would be the most embarrassed, Paul or 
the Corinthians (9:4)? 

To guard against such humiliation, the 
apostle was sending Titus and “the brother, 
whose praise is in the Gospel throughout 
all the churches” (8:18)—was this Luke? 
—‘to visit you ahead of me and get your 
promised love-offering ready beforehand, 
so as to have it ready as a real love- 
offering, and not as one grasped and 
grudgingly: given” (9:5 Williams). 

Finally, Paul incited the Corinthians to 
liberal giving in the assurance that God 
will not overlook their action. In verse 6 
he drew an illustration from husbandry. 
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The farmer who sows sparingly will have 
a meager harvest; whereas ‘the farmer who 
sows with lavish hand will reap an abun- 


praise, and the prayers of its recipients. 
Thus the good will of Heaven and of men 
would be secured—rewards of surpassing 


dance. This statement he followed by enun- worth for faithful stewards. 
ciating the principles of New Téstament Lesson PLAN 
stewardship: Christian giving must be pre- 1. The Need for. Stewardship 
ceded by careful and prayerful considera- a. Relief of suffering 
tion—“as he purposeth in his heart;” it b. Support of the ministry 
must be in the right spirit—“not grudging- 2. The Reason for Stewardship 
ly;” and it must be free from all coercion a. The divine example 


—“not ... of necessity.” This is the way 3. The Spirit of Stewardship 

of “cheerful giving” which earns the com- . a heart of i tae 

mendation of the Lord. Diy sesicin NPY ae 
4. The Reward of Stewardship 


Note how in 9:12-14 the apostle elab- 
orated on the results of the stewardship 
which he advocated. It would be in the 
nature of “thanksgivings unto God” al- 
though given for the relief of His saints; 


a. Joy in giving 
b. Gratitude of recipi 
c. Blessing from God 
1. To hear some people talk you would 
think that church offerings and financial 
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and a special form of torture devised by 
their preacher. Christianity has always been 
associated with giving. As soon as the 
Church became an organized community 
the need for money became evident (Acts 
2:44-45). It was responded to generously 
as those blessed with worldly goods gave 
for the relief of their less fortunate breth- 
ren. This need .remainss for “the poor 
always ye have with you.” ». 

Under the Spirit’s guidance, thé “Church 
became a missionary agency. Immeédiately 
need arose for funds to finance the Gospel 
cause: there were preachers to be paid and 
expenses to be met. Further development 
created the need for church buildings, 
bringing new monetary demands for con- 
struction and maintenance. Every advance 
in the Church’s program means increased 
financial obligations. Who should meet 
these if not the Lord’s people? 


2. More important than the need for 
money is the obligation to give. Christianity 
is a giving faith; it rests upon the fact 
that God gave and survives as men give 
to God. Paul had many reasons why be- 
lievers should give; but his greatest reason 
was Jesus. “Though He was rich, yet for 
your sakes He became poor, that ye through 
His poverty might be. rich” (1 Cor. 8:9). 
No sincere Christian can exclaim: “Thanks 
be unto God for His unspeakable gift” 
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(2 Cor. 9:15) and deny the obligation of 
reciprocal giving. 

3. God tests our giving not by its propor- 
tions only but mainly by its spirit. See 
Mark 12:41-44. A gift delayed is likely to 
be a gift begrudged. This thought. occasion- 
ed Paul’s anxiety on behalf of the Corin- 
thians. They had pledged generously, but 
had not fulfilled their pledges. He con- 
trasted and commended the conduct of the 
Philippians of whom he said that they gave 
“beyond their power” explaining their lib- 
erality by the statement that they “first 
gave their own selves to the Lord.” Con- 
secration is more important than cash in 
God's sight—but it will always express 
itself in cash! 

How much we give, however, is not 
unimportant. The Jews were under com- 
mand to tithe. It reflects little credit on 
our Christianity if we take advantage of 
grace and give less than the Jew. God is 
not an income tax collector exacting a legal 
proportion; but He is a Heavenly Father 
who has made us partners in His glorious 
soul-saving enterprise in which we share 
not only the privileges but the obligations, 
too. How much we give will be the 
measure of our love to Him and of our 
devotion to His cause. 

4. Stewardship brings an abundance of 
rewards the most immediate of which is 
the joy of giving. We defraud ourselves of 
one of life’s greatest satisfactions when 
we do not give liberally to the program of 
God through His church for the salvation 
of men, 


Paul urged on the Corinthians the 
thought of the gratitude their giving 
would induce in others (9:12-14). If you 
have ever heard a group on some mission 
field give thanks for their unknown friends 
who have made it possible for them to have 
the Gospel, you will know the apostle’s 
méaning. 

But, supremely, we gain the approval 
and blessing of God when we give as good 
stewards. This is not to claim that the 
generous giver will become a prosperous 
business man or be compensated in cash for 
what he gives. It does mean, however, that 
his stock will rise in the Bank of Heaven 
and that treasure which cannot be reckoned 
in dollars will be put to his account. 
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Paul Champions Christian Liberty 
LESSON TEXT: Galatians 2:1-10, 19-21 
Golden Text: “Ye are all. the children of 
God by faith in Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3:26). 


A man who has been delivered from 
bondage will value highly his own liberty 
and become the ardent advocate of liberty 
for others. This was the experience of the 
apostle Paul. He had been raised in a 
religious system which demanded obedience 
to endless laws and rituals whereby, as he 
believed, salvation might be earned. By the 
grace of God he was brought to see that 
“no man is justified by the law in the sight 
of God . . . for, The just shall live by 
faith” (Gal. 3:11). Paul abandoned a re- 
ligion of, works which brought him no 
inward peace for “the righteousness of 
God through faith in Jesus Christ” (Rom. 
3:22 ASV). The glorious simplicity of his 
Gospel was expressed in his statement to 
the Philippian jailer: “Believe on the Lord 


Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved” 
(Acts 16:31). 

Nothing moved the apostle. to greater 
indignation and protest than teaching which 
made salvation dependent on faith plus 
something else. To him, this was a reflec- 
tion on the sufficiency of the sacrifice of 
Christ as ‘well as an infringement of 
Christian liberty. Unfortunately,, Paul’s 
clear teaching -did not finally silence the 
ritualists and the doctrine of salvation by 
works persists today in various forms. 
Today’s lesson is an opportunity to reaffirm 
the watchword, “Salvation by faith,” pre- 
senting a Gospel which has no strings 
attached but which otters tull redemption 
by virtue of the once-for-all atonement of 
the cross. 

LESSON MATERIAL 

It is now generally agreed among Bible 
scholars that Galatia, as Paul used the 
term, was that area south of the province 
of that name which included Pisidia 
Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe. It 
will be remembered that these cities were 
visited by the apostle during his first mis- 
sionary journey. Converts were won and 
churches established. Returning to Antioch 
in Syria; Paul found that the believers 
there were disturbed by the activities of 
certain Jews who, professing attachment 
to the Christian church, were nevertheless 
demanding that Gentile converts first sub- 
mit to requirements of the Mosaic law. 

The controversy was taken to Jerusalem 
by Paul, Barnabas, and others (Acts 
15:1-29) where the subject was discussed 
in a special gathering of church leaders. 
Peter, Paul, and Barnabas told of their 
own experiences with the Gospel among 
Gentiles and urged that no hindrance be 
placed in the way of acceptance of the 
Gospel by non-Jews. Then James, brother 
of our Lord and pastor of the Jerusalem 
church, summed matters up with an appeal 
to the Old Testament Scriptures. As a 
result, letters were addressed to the Gentile 
churches, relieving them of any obligation 
to conform to Jewish rites. 


Well satisfied with the recommendations 
of the Jerusalem conference, Paul em- 
barked upon his second missionary journey, 
visiting for a second time the churches of 
Southern Galatia. His itinerary took him 
into Macedonia and Achaia, so that it was 
three years before he again returned to his 
base at Antioch in Syria. There he learned 
that the Judaizers, far from being dis- 
couraged by the decisions reached at Jeru- 
salem, had enlarged their campaign, and, 
following in his tracks, had visited the 
Galatian churches where they had preached 
their false doctrines. Not only so, but from 
spite against Paul, they had sought to 
undermine confidence in him by denying 
his apostleship. 


A Letter of Correction 


Unable to pay an immediate visit to the 
Galatian churches, and realizing the ur- 
gency of the matter, Paul sent a letter 
instead, known to us as the epistle to the 
Galatians. The strength of his feeling is 
made plain in his opening sentence in which 
he declared the validity of his apostleship, 
“not of men, neither by man, but by Jesus 
Christ, and God the Father.” The greeting 
which followed is brief, and Paul lost no 
time in plunging into the burning theme 


ETERNITY 


of the Galatian readiness to listen to 


erroneous doctrine. 

In vigorous language Paul maintained 
that his Gospel was not man-made (as his 
enemies claimed), but that he received it 
from God (1:12). Moreover, his qualifica- 
tions to preach were also God-given. He 
certainly did not derive his authority from 
other apostles ; it was three years after his 
conversion before he met Peter, and up to 
that time he was acquainted with no other 
apostle, except James (1:18-19). Fourteen 
years from his conversion (for so we must 
understand 2:1) he again went up to 
Jerusalem (Acts 15) to offer his protest 
against the activity of Judaizers, when he 
gained the approval of James, Peter, and 
John, who gave pledges of fellowship and 
recognized his mission as apostle to the 
Gentiles (2:1-10). 

The passage commencing with 2:11 is 
interesting since it records Paul’s rebuke 
of Peter. Peter had fraternized freely with 
Gentile believers since his experience at 
Joppa (Acts 10); but the arrival in An- 
tioch of a group of Judaizers caused him 
to change his practice—an act of weakness 
which influenced Barnabas and other He- 
brew Christians who, up to that time, had 
not discriminated against their Gentile 
brethren. This compromise with truth was 
openly rebuked by Paul. Had not Peter 
been living like a Gentile? Why then seek 
to deny to Gentile Christians a_ liberty 
which he had claimed for himself? 

The epistles contain no more magnificent 
statement on the principles of the Christian 
life than that given in Galatians 2:20-21. 
Identification with Christ in His death and 
resurrection was the ground of Paul’s 
hope. He had died to sin when Jesus died, 
and his present life was “by faith in the 
Son of God.” What more was required? 
Unless Jesus had died in vain, then His 
righteousness, imputed to the believer by 
faith, was all that was necessary for salva- 
tion. “Nothing in my hands I bring, simply 
to Thy cross I cling.” 


LESSON PLAN 
1. The Superseded Law 
a. Signs and symbols 
b. Fulfillment in Christ 
2. Salvation by Faith 
a. The experience of Paul 
b. The Gospel he preached 
c. The opposition he stirred 
3. The Struggle Continued 
a. Doctrines of works 
b. The evangelical message 

1. The New Testament's repudiation of 
Old Testament sacrifices and ceremonials 
must not be taken to imply that the Levit- 
ical system was useless and wrong. Some 
speak as though it was a bundle of super- 
stition foisted on the Hebrew nation and 
therefore conderned by Christ. But He 
said: “I am not come to destroy, but to 
fulfill” (Mt. 5:17). God gave the order of 
sacrifices and the ceremonial law by revela- 
tion to Moses that by sign and symbol He 
might prepare His people for His program 
of redemption in Christ. 

When Jesus came, the Levitical system 
had served its purpose and therefore was 
superseded by the Gospel. The rent veil of 
the Temple (Mt. 27:51) was God's cancel- 
lation of the o!d order in favor of the new. 

2. What this meant in human experience 
cannot be better illustrated than by the 
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story of Paul. As a strict Jew, he was 
brought up to believe that by scrupulous 
adherence to an involved schedule of rites 
and ceremonials, beginning with circum- 
cision, he could win his salvation. The 
discovery that this was not the case revolu- 
tionized Paul's life. For his own statement 
see Philippians 3:4-14. 

The glorious discovery that salvation de- 
pended not upon his own works but upon 
the accomplished work of Christ impelled 
Paul into missionary service. This was the 
Gospel of which he was “not ashamed,” 
and which he preached with self-denying 
vigor from place to place. 

But old ideas die hard, specially when 
they are connected with religion. Jews, 
when converted to Christianity, still clung 
to the old practices, and were soon openly 
suggesting that Gentiles should conform to 
the Mosaic law as a preliminary to recog- 
nation as Christians. Paul’s resistance to 
any attempt to qualify the sufficiency of the 
cross or the adequacy of faith provoked 
a bitter controversy. 


3. In other forms, the idea that men 
must add something of their own to 
Christ’s redemptive work continues to 


exist. It is most evident in the elaborate 
system of the Church of Rome which 
claims that certain “sacraments” are neces- 
sary for salvation, and adds penances to 
repentance as a means to obtaining divine 
forgiveness. The teaching of baptismal 
regeneration is found in other groups which 
make submission to an ordinance essential 
to obtaining salvation. Many individuals 
entertain the thought that by certain activ- 
ities they can contribute to their eternal 
salvation. 

The Gospel as taught by Paul and as 
believed in by evangelical Christians adds 
nothing to the work of Christ on Calvary. 
And what a grand Gospel it is! “Believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt 
be saved.” Everything has been done that 
God requires. There is nothing to add. 
What a wonderful Saviour! 
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Knight of the Burning Heart—Life of 
John Wesley. Leslie F. Church. Ab- 
ingdon-Cokesbury Press. 185 p. $1.75. 
This is an exceptionally good, popular, 

brief account of the life of the great 

founder of Methodism. He gives in 
graphic fashion John Wesley’s life from 
birth to death, vividly relating the lesser 
and greater incidents of the life of one 
of Christianity’s great leaders. Few if 
any men have had such a profound in- 
fluence upon the life of the English- 
speaking world as John Wesley. France 
had her bloody revolution, and things 
were ripe in England for a _ similar 
tragedy but instead a spiritual revolution 
took place in the heart of a man and he 
revolutionized a nation. A well-written 


The Keswick Week 1952. Van Kampen 
Press. 151 p. $2.00, paper binding only. 
For seventy-seven years the Keswick 

Convention has called men and women 

aside for the deepening of the spiritual 

life. Last summer’s Convention in the 
heart of England’s Lake District was at- 
tended by more than 6000—largely young 
people. Here in the annual report are 
printed the messages delivered during 
the conference week. Among the speak- 
ers were included Dr. W. Graham Scrog- 
gie, Rev. Alan Redpath, Mr. Fred 

Mitchell, Rev. Colin C. Kerr, and from 

the United States Dr. Wilbur M. Smith. 
The earnest reader will find abundant 

blessing in these messages from the 
greatest of all Bible conferences. 
MAB. 


The Law of Liberty in the Spiritual Life. 
Evan H. Hopkins. Sunday School 
Times. 128 p. $1.50. 

The name of Evan Hopkins is associ- 
ated with the beginnings of the English 
Keswick. He was one of its founders, 
and one of its beloved leaders for almost 
forty years. In this re-issue of a book 
from his pen, there is set forth what has 
been called “the authoritative and per- 
suasive exposition of the teaching of 
Keswick.” It seeks to show the teaching 
of the Scriptures concerning that over- 
coming life that is lived in the fullness 
of the Holy Spirit. 

Dr. Hopkins had a clear grasp of the 
truth, a logical manner of unfolding it, 
and clarity of expression that makes the 
book easy to read and to understand. 
Not only will one find here the Bible 
truth on the victorious life, but many 
keen insights into scores of passages of 
Scripture to which reference is made. 
It is a rewarding experience to read this 
book. It could be for some a life-chang- 
ing experience. H.W.O. 
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Apostle to Islam (Life Story of Samuel 
M. Zwemer). J. Christy Wilson. Baker 
Brook House. 261 p. $4.00. 

Samuel M. Zwemer, the self-styled 
“Flying Dutchman”, has been called a 
“flaming prophet who, from every plat- 
form, challenged the church with its 
most important task.” J. Christy Wilson’s 
excellent biography of him unmistak- 
ably reveals that Zwemer’s own life con- 
stitutes the clearest challenge to “plant 
the Cross wherever the Crescent holds 
sway” that the church of Jesus Christ 
has received in modern times and pos- 
sibly since the days of Raymund Lull. 

A missionary zealot of seemingly limit- 
less energy, Zwemer combined rare in- 
tellectual brilliance with amazing organ- 
izing ability and cheerful good humor 
and common sense. This happy combina- 
tion of human qualities was fired by an 
unswerving loyalty to Christ and a 
Pauline passion for the souls of men te 
such a degree that according to John 
R. Mott, he was responsible for sending 
more young men to the mission field 
than any other man of his generation. 

The sixty plus years of his missionary 
ministry are marked by three prominent 
milestones. The first pointed the way to 
his pioneering in Arabia after founding 
the Arabian Mission. The second led to 
Cajro, from which center he traveled to 
every quarter of the globe in the inter- 
ests of missions to Moslems. The third 
brought him in later years to a residence 
at Princeton where he devoted a decade 
to teaching Missions and Comparative 
Religions at the seminary there. 

His work in establishing the Arabian 
Mission in that little-known land was of 
such pioneer nature that on the basis of 
it he was spontaneously received as a 
Fellow of the Royal Geographical So- 
ciety. It was in Basrah, the first occu- 
pied center of the Mission, that Zwemer 
met Amy Elizabeth Wilkes of Sydney, 
Australia who became Mrs. Zwemer. 
Their early life together was spent in 
the mission station at Bahrein, Arabia, 
where they knew the desperate trials 
and joyous victories of rugged pioneer 
life. There, in the space of one week in 
1904, they buried two daughters, Ruth 
and Katharina. 

In many respects the second milestone 
with residence at Cairo, where Zwemer 
enlarged his responsibility and became 
the servant of a number of missionary 
organizations, represents the sphere of 
his most prolific contributions to his 
generation. This period saw him rise to 
a place of unparalleled influence in the 
giant task of reaching the Moslem world 
with the Gospel. Traveling out from 
Cairo with gargantuan strides, he 


reached into Europe, India, China, 
America, and South Africa, conducting 
conferences and firing the souls of mis- 
sionaries with the vision and urgency of 
the Moslem task. He became a world 
figure. His voice was heard in all the 
international missionary conferences of 
his day, Edinburgh, Jerusalem, Luck- 
now, and the rest. His pleadings were 
irresistible. His messages, filed with 
hard facts and evangelistic fervor, never 
failed to stir hearts. 

During this period, too, he undertook 
the publication of The Moslem World, 
a quarterly review of Moslem life in its 
relation to the Christian task that has 
exerted tremendous influence in awak- 
ening the church to the need of a people 
Zwemer likened to the prodigal sons of 
the Christian church. Literature repre- 
sented to Zwemer the best medium for 
reaching the followers of the false 
prophet and he produced, personally, a 
veritable stream of books, articles, and 
tracts to point them to Christ. Wher- 
ever he traveled, new life was given 
to the literary approach in work among 
Moslems. 

The third milestone and Princeton 
were reached about 1930. For many years 
Zwemer had been giving lectures at 
leading seminaries on the subject of 
Moslem missions. At the urging of his 
close friend Robert E. Speer, he yielded 
to a strong appeal from Princeton Semi- 
nary to occupy its chair of Missions and 
Comparative Religions. There he gave 
ten fruitful years to teaching which was 
always fresh, scholarly, and challenging. 
There, too, he lost the companionship of 
his beloved wife. 

Following his enforced retirement 
from Princeton after his seventieth year, 
far from easing off, he began to “live.” A 
steady stream flowed from his facile pen, 
he served as instructor in other insti- 
tutions of Christian training, he con- 
tinued his arduous travels and confer- 
ence work. His zeal never diminished. 
Though his body weakened, his spirit 
never flagged. 
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Dr. Wilson has rendered the Christian 
church an invaluable service in giving 
us a vivid record of this servant of 
Christ whose blazing spirit has pointed 
the way to the need of Islam and whose 
life was spent in organizing his fellow 
Christians to take the Saviour to such 
needy hearts. His Apostle to Islam should 
be considered “must” reading by every 
serious student of foreign missions today. 

E.C.D. 


War in Your Heart. Ruth Paxson. Moody 

Press. 189 p. $2.50. 

Those who have become accustomed 
to finding rich treasure in the writings 
of Ruth Paxson will welcome this book 
and will not be disappointed. This is 
the last volume to come from the pen of 
this devoted servant of the Lord before 
her going to be with Christ. It is of the 
same high quality of workmanship in 
rightly dividing the Word of truth that 
has characterized all of Miss Paxson’s 
books. 

As one might expect, this deals with 
the theme so close to the authoress’ 
heart—the victorious life. With her usual 
skill, she has opened the Scriptures for 
us so that we may see with crystal 
clearness what the Bible has to say 
concerning this subject. Beginning with 
a careful study of Genesis 3, Miss Pax- 
son shows man’s personal and collective 
defeat in and through the first Adam, 
and then proceeds to point out man’s 
personal and collective victory through 
the last Adam, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
She makes much of the point that victory 
for the individual believer is through 
union with Christ both at the cross and 
on the throne. 

The Christian who has longed for de- 
liverance from the power of sin will 
not only be instructed in the way but 
stirred to lay hold of this truth in a 
practical manner. The Christian who has 
rejoiced in the victory Christ provides 
will want to tell others about this book. 

In the accomplishing of her purpose 
in this volume, Miss Paxson has given 
excellent and detailed expositions of 
such important passages of Scripture as 
Genesis 3, Romans 5:12-21, and Philip- 
pians 2:5-11. Every Christian will profit 
from the careful study of those pages 
that deal with these sections of the Word 
of God. These alone are worth the price 
of the volume. 

H.W.O. 


The Treasury of Andrew Murray. Flem- 
ing H. Revell. 255 p. $2.50. 

The name of Andrew Murray is a 
household word among many Christians. 
Countless numbers have been influenced 
deeply for Christ by the writings of this 
eminent preacher who has left a rich 
heritage of more than 250 books and 
pamphlets. In this volume, selections 
from sixteen of them are brought to- 
gether. So carefully chosen and so well 
arranged are they that the impression is 
not of isolated excerpts from different 
books but rather a continuous unfolding 
of truth. Preceding each chapter is a 
particularly pithy sentence or two found 
within the chapter. Altogether these 
constitute a real collection of gems. 
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An excellent introduction to the book 
is written by Dr. Ralph G. Turnbull who 
writes with keen appreciation both of 
the author and his message. 

The reader soon discovers that Andrew 
Murray makes much of the practical 
importance of Biblical truth, so that the 
Scriptures come alive and are seen to be 
not only truth to be learned but truth 
to be experienced. The thirty-two chap- 
ters cover a wide variety of Christian 
experience, but might be classified 
roughly under three heads: prayer, 
holiness, and power. The style is simple 
and straightforward. There is no ques- 
tion concerning the meaning of each 
sentence. Coming as they do from the 
heart of a man who lived in the secret 
place of the Most High, his words have 
unusual force. 

In one sense, this is easy reading. It is 
interesting and satisfying. In another 
sense, it is very hard reading, for one has 
the feeling that he ought not to move on 
to the next page until he has found in 
his own experience that which answers 
to the truth set before him. This is the 
kind of reading that is stimulating to the 
devotional life of the believer in Christ, 
and one will turn to it again and again 
for the stirring of his soul. H.W.O. 


And Be Ye Saved. C. Gordon Bayless. 

Fleming H. Revell. 159 p. $2.00. 

This is a volume of fifteen sermons by 
a minister of the Southern Baptist 
Church. They are popular in style, 
simple in structure, straightforward and 
forceful. There is no attempt at literary 
quality, although the sermons are well 
written. From the fact that an illustra- 
tion used in the second sermon is re- 
peated in the fourth, one would be in- 
clined to think that these are the tran- 
scripts of stenographic notes. 

These sermons deal with interesting 
subjects in an interesting way. They 
are filled with illustrations of the human 
interest variety. The sermons are Scrip- 
tural and call for a decision. A subtitle 
announces this as “A Book of Revival 
Sermons” and all of them are of the type 
that one associates with old-fashioned 
revival meetings. HW.O. 
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WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from page 9) 
Jakobson say approximately the fol- 
lowing: ‘‘The finest work in linguis- 
tices today is being done by the 
Wycliffe translators, a group of mis- 
sionary-minded people who have a 
summer institute of linguistics in 
connection with the University of 
Oklahoma.’’ This was high praise 
indeed from the world’s greatest 
authority on such matters. It is with 
great pleasure, therefore, that we 
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present the following announcement 
issued by the. Institute. 


‘“*The Summer Institute of Lin- 
guistics, popularly called Camp 
Wycliffe, is preparing once again to 
serve evangelical missionaries and 
missionary candidates by making 
available to them its courses in 
phonetics, the formation of alpha- 
bets, grammatical analysis, Bible 
translation techniques, methods of 
teaching people to read, and tech- 
niques for learning a language where 
no trained teacher is_ available. 
During the past nineteen sessions 
more than 2000 students have taken 
the courses. Many of them are now 
doing field work, and _ finding 
through practical experience the 
value of the theoretical knowledge 
ebtained therein. They are working 
in more than 25 econntries on five 
continents, rnder the auspices of 
more than 35 denominational and 
interdenominational missionary or- 
ranizations. We trust that.. under 
the blessing of God, missionaries 
thys eqrinned will make a substan- 
tial contribution toward the for- 
midab'e task of giving the Serip- 
tyres to more than 1000 tribes who 
have not a word of the Bible in 
their own language. 


‘*The eleven weeks session will be 
held on the campuses of the Uni- 
versity of Oklahoma and of the 
Briererest Bible Institute, Caron- 
port, Saskatchewan, from June 15 
to Avgrst 28, and at the University 
of North Dakota from June 22 to 
September 4. Catalogues and appli- 
cation blanks may be obtained from 
the Srmmer Institute of Linguisties, 
Box 870, Glendale 5, California. 
The first session of an _ affiliated 
school, staffed by members of the 
Symmer Institute of Linguistics, 
will begin on the premises of the 
London Bible College, London, 
England, in July. The third session 
of an affiliated Australian school 
ended recently. 


““We would be most grateful if 
you could see fit to give publicity 











IN AN ALIEN WORLD ine priest who — disillu- 


to our schools, so that missionaries 
and missionary candidates may learn 
of these opportunities of making 
themselves more useful servants of 
God. The schools are a non-profit 
enterprise, staffed largely by mem- 
bers of Wycliffe Bible Translators, 
brought back from their fields for 
the summer sessions. Student ex- 
penses are kept at a minimum. All 
students are required to be evan- 
gelical in faith, and must submit a 
doctrinal statement before being 
aecepted.’’ 


BOB JONES UNIVERSITY 
Driving to Atlanta, the Editor re- 
cently passed through Greenville, 
S. C. Suddenly I saw the impressive 
campus of Bob Jones University. I 
stopped, inquired for Dr. Bob and 
found that he was in the studio 
making motion pictures. I went 
over and waited for a ‘‘break’’ and 
had a good talk with him about re- 
ligious films, Christian education, 
and various other topics. There can 
be no doubt that this institution is 
giving higher education to a multi- 
tude of young people, and that their 
graduates are doing acceptable work 
in many medical schools and other 
graduate institutions. The Univer- 
sity has not sought membership 
from any of the accrediting commit- 
tees, but one of the deans of Har- 
vard University told me that a trans- 
fer student from Bob Jones would 
be accepted at Harvard on the same 
conditions as a transfer student 
from any other college—ability to 
maintain Harvard standards would 
automatically accredit the student 
for his degree. Both the radio sta- 
tion and the film studio of the uni- 
versity have become self-supporting. 
With the students of the Junior Col- 
lege the total enrollment is approxi- 
mately three thousand. Many hun- 
dreds of the graduates are entering 
the ministry or going to the mission 


field. 


ITALY AND COMMUNISM 

I write this present paragraph in 
Italy. The fact. that Catholie Italy, 
the seat of the Papacy, is generally 
described as having the largest Com- 





munist Party of any country in the 
Western World, shovld provide a 
wide range of reflections upon the 
manners and methods of these two 
great forces. One observer here 
points ovt that the size and strength 


sioned and spiritually dissatisfied — dares to leave 
the Roman Catholic Church finds himself suddenly 
alone in an alien world. He faces excommunication, 
ostracism by family and friends, unemployment, 
insecurity — and the pitiless enmity of Rome. 
Christ’s Mission has helped hun- 
dreds of such priests to find salvation 
SSS — and a new way of life. We also 
NS help Roman Catholics and Protestants 


alone 






S$ through literature, correspondence, ‘ is “— , 
at Gun san wae aaa, of the Communist Party in Italy 
VERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE. may well be a deception. The paid 


This ministry needs your support. 


FREE: Send for your copy of our 
folder, Wrong Direction. Write Dept. ET 


Dr. Walter M. Montano, Executive Director 


CHRIST’S MISSION, INC. 160 Fifth Ave., N. Y.10, N.Y. 


up membership (said to be about 
two million) and the voting strength 
(roughly thirty per cent of the total 
poll in the 1948 elections, a figure, 
which by all indications, is not likely 
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to be much less in the General Elec- 
tion this summer) are certainly very 
striking. But—though this ean only 
be a guess—it is most probable that 
French Communism, for all its re- 
cent crises, is more formidable and 
contains more inflexible stalwarts 
than the movement in Italy. 

The seven million Italians who 
vote Communist do so for a variety 
of reasons and probably faithfulness 
to the Marxian ideology is the last 
of all. In spite of the fact that 
thirty per cent of the Italians are 
Communists, it is said that ninety- 
eight per cent of the Italians are 
Catholies.. They follow the Commu- 
nist leaders who speak of the im- 
provement in living conditions and 
go to chureh for baptisms, mar- 
riages, and deaths. Multitudes of 
Communists would be appalled if 
the party came to power. 

It should be further noted that 
Artiec'e 2 of the Constitution of the 
Communist Party in Italy leaves 
complete freedom of conscience to 
members. How long such freedom 
would be guaranteed by Communist 
leaders in power can be judged from 
the experience in all other countries 
that have fallen under the Red 
power. 

In view of the forthcoming elee- 
tions in Italy I would like to state 
what I have set forth in these eol- 
umns on many occasions that the 
Bible definitely shows Western Eu- 
rope to be headed for dictatorsnip 
that will ultimately bring forth the 
antichrist. For this reason I do not 





believe that Italy will ever go Com- 
munist and if it should it will be 
but a temporary matter. The old 
Roman Empire is to develop into 
ten kingdoms and not a dictatorship 
of the proletariat. 


CORONATION GIFT 

The Government of South Aus- 
tralia has issued an official edition 
of the New Testament, bound in 
leather, and with the arms of the 
Queen, to be distributed to the 
130,000 school children of the state, 
as a memento of the Coronation. 
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PILGRIMAGE 
TO ALASKA 


For Fiernity readers... 


Summer, 1953. Hardly far enough 
away to make your vacation 
plans. So—we‘ve made plans for 
you. We're going to take you to 


Alaska, via Canada and the gran-_ 


deur of the American Northwest. 





Of all the vacations you've ever takeh 
this will be one of your most memor- 
able. From Chicago (in Vista Dome 
railroad cars) to Canada you'll ‘begin 
to rest and relax and enjoy yourself in 
the company of fellow Christians. From 
Banff to Vancouver you'll begin to 
marvel at the lavishness of God’s hand 
over our continent.. Then there’s a 
twelve-day boat trip through the awe- 
inspiring “Inside Passage” and visiting 
in Alaska. 


You will be under the leadership of 
Rev. Ralph L. Keiper, Contributing 
Editor of ETERNITY. He will show 
you some of the land’s most magnificent 
protestant churches, and he will go 
with you to visit some of the mission- 
ary establishments in Alaska. He will 
see that you receive spiritual as well as 
physical refreshment. 


All reservations and tickets will be 
handled through the ETERNITY office 
in cooperation with the Northern 
Pacific Railway. They handled our 
highly enjoyable trip to California in 
1951. The schedule calls for departure 
from Chicago on August 6 for this 
three-week trip, returning to Chicago 
on August 29. 


@ The trip is wonderful and the 
price is moderate. If you want to 
know more about Alaska before you 
sign up, let us know and we'll send 
you a free, illustrated folder. But do 
plan to go. Write us right now at 


ETERNITY TOUR 


1716 SPRUCE STREET 
PHILADELPHIA 3, PENNA. 
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THE CONFLICT WITH EVIL WITHIN 
(Continued from page 13) 
new man’ is, and where much prac- 
tical grace has been experienced the 
truth of this sentence will be realized. 
Yet the very fact of these new ‘de- 
sires’ and ‘delights’ being in the be- 
liever, is made the means of teaching 
him one of his deepest experimental 
lessons, respecting the sin that dwells 
within him.” Let me expand and 
paraphrase that which follows. 

When we are born again we have 
new desires that come with the new 
creation of the divine nature within 
us. However intense these new de- 
sires may be, however deeply we may 
desire to love God perfectly and to 
serve Him perfectly we find within 
ourselves a prinicple of evil that is 
antagonistic to these divine desires. 
No matter how much we may long 
to banish from our hearts every de- 
sire and every tendency that is con- 
trary to the will of God we find in 
our regenerate beings this principle 
of evil that is antagonistic, and which 
meets every claim of God with un- 
varying, habitual resistance. The 
energy of this evil may be developed 
in different degrees in the hearts of 
different believers, but as to its essen- 
tial character it is alike in all. It acts 
for evil.and, against good. This prin- 
ciple of evil obstructs every move- 
ment that we make toward God and 
impairs every, action that we direct 
toward Him. None of our counsels, 
none of our deeds, are found to have 
the perfectness which the law of God 
requires, and which we, as the new 
creation, desire. 

When we are born again the de- 
sires of the new nature are divine 
desires. If we are to understand the 
struggle that takes place within us 
we must define what we mean by 
good and evil. We do certain things 
that the world might think “good” 










IT’S A MAN’S WORLD...at 


DEERFOOT LODGE 


(for “men” 8 to 18) 
Enjoy ing, fishing, ging, 
hiking, camping ovt — all the land and 
water sports that develop strong bodies 
and alert minds. 

On Whitoker Lake in the heart of the 














lots of good feed. Strong Christian 
leadership. For inf . ieibec 


Alfred A. Kunz, Director 
156 FIFTH AVE., NEW YORK 10, N. Y. 


SOUND 
SCRIPTURAL TRACTS 


Ideal for pastors, personal workers and 
street meetings. Send for samples. 
SCRIPTURE TRACT SOCIETY 
Box 64 Marcus Hook, Pa. 
Mention Eternity 




















but we know that the good is mixed 
with something that is not perfect. 
Yet we desire from our new hearts 
a good that is unmixed, that is abso- 
lute, that is to say, the only type of 
“good” which the law in its divine 
severity and in its divine righteous- 
ness could ever recognize as being 
truly “good.” But however truly we 
in our “new man” may long after 
this absolute, unmixed good we can 
never do it. Such “good” is utterly 
beyond us. 

It is of the utmost importance that 
we realize that the Holy Spirit 
through Paul is talking about this 
absolute, unmixed good, that good 
which was only once found upon this 
earth, when the Lord Jesus, the Holy 
One was here, and which is now 
found only in Heaven. This passage 
does not speak, then, of that kind of 
good which believers, through grace, 
may and do perform here on earth, 
good which, though not perfect and 
unmixed is, nevertheless accepted by 
God through Jesus Christ. This pas- 
sage does not say that I can perform 
nothing that is acceptable but it does 
assert that I cannot perform the good 
which the law demands and in which 
I, as the new man, delight. 

I purposely do not introduce phi- 
losophy into my explanations of 
Paul’s writing, but the student who 
knows Greek philosophy well will 
realize that Paul was keenly aware 
of the arguments of Plato and his 
followers on what constituted the 
“good.” In this paragraph which we 
are studying, and which describes 
the conflict within the heart of the 
believer, “good” must be understood 
only in the sense of that which is 
good in the divinely perfect sense 
and “evil” is that which falls short 
of perfect good even in the least con- 
ceivable degree of such perfectness. 
It is the failure to distinguish the 
kind of “good” spoken of in this 
chapter which has created so many 
of the difficulties in understanding it. 

It must be remembered, too, that 
sin throughout this passage is per- 
sonified.. It is regarded as a living 
agent, with whom we, naturally, are 
identified. The very first result of 
sin within us, long before there is 
any outward act of sin, is evil desire, 
and such evil desire can no more be 
separated from sin than heat can be 
separated from fire. Now this evil 
desire, being in itself an inward act, 
precedes the deliberate choices of the 
soul and all outward acts that are de- 
veloped from these choices. Indeed, 
evil desire may be resisted by us and 
never go on to a deliberate intention 
or choice. Yet evil has been done by 
us the moment, a wrong desire has 
been excited within us. 


ETERNITY 


It was Luther, I believe, who said, 
“I cannot keep the birds from flying 
around my head; but by the grace of 
God I can keep them from building 
their nests in my hair.” The compari- 
son is not a perfect one for these evil 
birds do not fly around outside us, 
but our heart is their cage where 
they never cease to beat their wings. 
It is true that we can keep many or 
most of their eggs from hatching, but 
the foul birds are ever flying within 
and they will move and fly as long as 
there is breath in our body. 

We are obliged, therefore, to say 
“the good I desire, I do not,” for un- 
mixed and perfect good is beyond 
us. And when we further consider, 
how, notwithstanding all our watch- 
fulness, elements of infirmity and evil 
mingle with everything we feel, or 
think or do, we are obliged to add, 
“the evil I desire not, that I do.” 

To this explanation many, perhaps, 
will be disposed to refuse their as- 
sent. “A Christian,” they will say, 
“does not habitually do what the new 
man hates. To say that he does, 
would make him practically the serv- 
ant of iniquity; and this we are ex- 
pressly told in the sixth of Romans, 
that he is not.” 

It is indeed true that a Christian 
is not the servant of iniquity, he who 
is a doer of sin, says the Holy Spirit 
through John, one who habitually 
walks in the path of evil, does thereby 
prove that he has not seen Christ, 
neither known Him (1 John 3:6). 
Such a one does not resist, but in- 
dulges and follows, and that: habitu- 
ally, the impulses of sin that dwell 
within him. To say that a Christian 
thus yields himself up to sin, and that 
he cannot help so obeying it is sheer 
lawlessness—antinomianism. So also 
is the attempt to take these words, 
“the evil I would not, that I do,” and 
make them mean that the Christian 
does and must serve sin. I do not 
deny that lawlessness has been taught 
from this passage, but certainly not 
rightfully so. Are the words “to do 
evil” capable of no other meaning 
than that in which we apply them to 
the habitual service of sin? Does the 
eye of God, judging according to the 
strict holiness of His law, detect sin 
only in such developments of it as 
are outward and palpable, and have 
in them the character of unmixed 
evil which is found in the actions of 
the unregenerate world? 

Is there no inner man, no inward 
world of thought and feeling which 
His eye scrutinizes? Is not a thought 
of foolishness sin? (Prov. 24:9). Is 
not the slightest bias to evil, the 
slightest tendency toward anything 
false or wrong, or the slightest want 
of readiness or of capacity in per- 
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fectly following the path of holiness, 
sin? So the Scriptures teach. If, 
therefore, when a Christian seeks to 
serve God, it be found that sin within 
him puts forth the slightest power to 
obstruct the action, or to mar the 
mode of its performance—if it puts 
forth one desire or causes one mo- 
mentary feeling that is contrary to 
or falls short of, the perfectness of 
God, then that desire or that feeling 
is in the sight of God, an act. Sin 
has wrought something in us and by 
us; and we are identified with that 
which is thus wrought in us, and but 
for the grace of God would be identi- 
fied with it forever, for sin is natur- 
ally a part of ourselves. We have, 
therefore, done something which, in 
“the new man” we hate; and although 
the world will refuse to call it a deed, 
and will persist in extenuating human 
fraility (as they term it); and al- 
though they will not allow that evil 
desire, if resisted, is sin; yet the Law 
of God determines otherwise. Nor 
can there be a truer form of lawless- 
ness than to say that the impulses and 
strugglings of sin-are not sin if they 
are resisted. 

Grace, it is true, does not impute 
them to a believer as sin. That is a 
different question. We are not now 
speaking of the pardoning power of 
grace; but we are speaking of what 
it is that grace pardons. If there be 
an active power within us that hin- 
ders, mars, and taints our efforts after 
all perfect good, and renders the per- 
formance of perfect good hopeless; 
and if we cannot, though we would 
free ourselves either from the pres- 
ence of this evil power, or from its 
working, then we are, in a very in- 
telligible sense, subject to the doings 
and actings of an evil principle, 
within us, which, in “the new man” 
we hate. 


MEDITATIONS 
(Continued from page 23) 

characterized by so spiritual an aim, 
there must be some good reason for 
the inclusion of this sad and unsavory 
episode. The story is specifically 
dated. It happened at that time—at 
the time the brothers came back from 
the sale of Joseph into Egypt. Is not 
the Lord showing us the urgent neces- 
sity of removing this little family of 
a dozen brothers from the midst of 
Canaan and its bestial inhabitants. 
Indeed the Canaanites were more 
than bestial; there is evidence of 
their large domination by demons 
(Gen. 6:4 “afterward.” Cf. Sodom, 
Anak, Num. 13:22, 28, 33). If Israel 
were not to be contaminated again 
as before the flood, they had to be 
removed to Egypt and prepared. 

Lord, care for us in Thy way. 
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JUDAH SAW ... A DAUGHTER OF A... 
CANAANITE (38:2) May 12 
The entire spread of the Scriptures 
teaches most strongly against mixed 
marriages. If there was to be a Godly 
offspring, it was to be from the prin- 
ciple of one godly wife for one godly 
man (Mal. 2:15, 16). Nehemiah went 
so far as to curse, to beat, and to pull 
out the hair of some of God’s people 
who had contracted mixed marriages 
(Neh. 13:25). He made the people 
take on oath, saying, “Ye shall not 
give your daughters to their sons, or 
take their daughters for their sons or 
for yourselves.” He pointed out that 
even Solomon’s downfall was caused 
by mixed marriages. The New Testa- 
ment presents the matter very plainly. 
The child of God is righteousness, 
light, Christ, a believer, the temple 
of God. The non-Christian is un- 
righteousness, darkness, Belial, an un- 
believer, the temple of idols (2 Cor. 
6:14-16). We are not to be ‘unequally 

yoked together, to be mismated. 
Lord, may we be separate. 


THE LORD . . . SLEW HIM ALSO (38:10) 
May 13 
Two of the sons of this mixed mar- 
riage were slain by God Himself. We 
do not know what Er did that he 
should have been slain. We are per- 
mitted to think that it was some 
horrible perversion that is not even 
mentionable in a book with few reti- 
cences. Onan was slain because he 
was the first man to practice birth 
control. The principle was well estab- 
lished that if a man died leaving a 
widow, his younger brother took the 
widow so that the birthright of in- 
heritance could pass to the son of the 
man for whom it was intended. The 
enemies of Christ illustrate this law 
with their outrageous example of the 
half dozen brothers who possessed 
one woman, and their foolish ques- 
tion, “Whose wife shall be in the 
resurrection?” (Mt. 22:28). There 
might be instances where a qualified 
doctor could prescribe birth-control 
without its being a terrible sin, but 
there can be no doubt that birth 
prevention is an abomination to God. 
When God kills a man for doing a 

thing we had better pay attention. 
Lord, give us pure homes. 


BY THIS MAN ... AM I WITH CHILD 

(38:25) May 14 
Again we ask why God records such 

a story as this? Judah is revealed as a 


man who will stop by the house of a 
harlot and commit fornication with no 
more thought than the average man 
will stop to buy a cup of coffee. And 
Tamar is revealed as a woman who 
was zealous of her rights and the 
rights of her husband. She was the 
daughter of a Canaanite. At all events 
she was with child by her father- 
in-law. The importance of the story 
lies in the fact that the baby which 
was to be born of this union was one 
of the ancestors of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. “For it is evident that our 
Lord sprang out of Judah” (Heb. 
7:14). Can there be anything more 
revealing concerning the condescen- 
sion of our Lord? He not only was 
willing to take upon him the form of 
man, but he chose a lineage that in- 
cluded a series of Gentile women 
with a curse upon them, Tamar, 
Rahab, Ruth, Bathsheba). And the 
men were no more righteous than the 
women. 
Lord, crush us with the 
sense of Thy grace. 


SHE HATH BEEN MORE RIGHTEOUS THAN 
I (38:26) May 15 

One of the great proofs of the in- 
spiration of the Bible is its utter truth 
and candor about all things. The Bible 


*has few reticences. But if this were 


a human book, initiated by men, 
there would be some attempt to pro- 
tect the self-respect of men. The 
Bible, on the contrary, reveals the 
most important actors in the divine 
program to be men of the lowest and 
most outrageous conduct. This method 
rests upon the true righteousness and 
justice of God. He is no respecter of 
persons, and He sets forth the sins of 
the lineage of Jesus Christ as well as 
those of the greatest enemies of grace. 
It has to be thus. For all flesh is as 
grass, and the righteousness of man 
is of no more value than the flesh of 
man. If it be asked how God can dare 
to reveal the sins of His own, we 
reply that He must do so because it 
is truth. Then if we ask how He can 
use such material, we reply that it 
is because He has looked upon Judah 
(and us) through the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
Lord, we worship Thee for 
Thy justice and grace. 


AND JOSEPH WAS BROUGHT DOWN TO 
EGYPT (39:1) May 16 

There was a double purpose in the 
mind of God in bringing Joseph down 
to Egypt. We can not understand all 
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| that was involved, but we can see 
some of the reasons that prompted 
this transfer. Canaan was a horrible 
environment for the family of God 
(Ch. 38). And so was Egypt! But 
God was going to do a marvelous 
work and prepare Joseph with power 
to protect and provide for the little 
family until it could become a nation. 
And there was more to it than this. 
Hosea would speak of the Exodus 
and apply it to the children of Israel 
(Hos. 11:1). But the Holy Spirit 
would pick this verse from the 
prophet, “Out of Egypt have I called 
My Son,” and apply it to the Lord 
Jesus Christ (Mt. 2:15). Here is the 
beginning of that typology which will 
present Egypt as a symbol of the 
world and will show the Lord as able 
to take care of His own in the world 
and to bring them out with redemp- 
tion and mighty power. 

Lord, keep us and bring us out. 


THE LORD WAS WITH JOSEPH (39:2) 
May 17 
It makes no difference what our 
circumstances are if the Lord is in 
them with us. Then we will always 
be on top of the circumstances. Joseph 
had exchanged the position of a 
favorite son for that of a slave in the 


But he had not taken his eyes from 
the Lord, and the Lord was with him. 
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house of an official in a-foreign land. 


We shall see that every crisis in the 
life of Joseph brought out some fresh 
element of the deliverance which the 
Lord was working in him, and that 
we find God building character in 
Joseph the like of which is in few 
men throughout the Bible narrative. 
Only two or three men are shown 
without a written record of any fault, 
and Joseph is one of them. Joseph, 
though a sinner, became a wonderful 
type of our Lord in His sinlessness. 
He had not allowed the ruthlessness 
of his brothers to embitter him, and 
no trace of it is seen. He does not 
allow slavery to enslave his soul, and 
it was in his soul that he was a pros- 
perous man. 

Lord, be with us to prosper our souls. 
HIS MASTER SAW THAT THE LORD WAS 
WITH HIM (39:3) May 18 

It is a wonderful thing when we 
can reveal the Lord to those with 
whom we work without necessarily 
saying a word about it. The result of 
blessing will speak louder than any 
testimony which we might give. The 
Egyptians had many gods, all of them 
with symbols of sun and sand, of 
beast and insect, of river and fertility, 
but none of them could produce true 
blessing. Everything that Joseph 
touched prospered because the Lord 
was with him. Potiphar could not help 
but notice this. There are some be- 
lievers whose lives produce an oppo- 
site effect—the name of God is 
blasphemed among the Gentiles be- 
cause of them (Rom. 2:24). Here it 
had the effect of bringing forth praise 
to Jehovah from a high officer in a 
pagan realm. Each believer is an 
ambassador for the Lord and is giving 
impressions, good or bad, which the 
world is quick to see. He tells us 
that we are to let our light shine that 
men may glorify the Father in Heaven 
(Mt. 5:16). 

Lord, may men be able to see Thee in us. 
ALL THAT HE HAD HE PUT INTO HIS HAND 
(39:4) May 19 

Many an unsaved man with a for- 
tune is looking for someone with true 
Christian character to manage it for 
him. Very often you will find that 
believers are in a place of trust. An 
unsaved boss once fired a secretary 
because she told him that she would 
not type blatant lies in the letters 
that he dictated—saying that goods 
had been shipped and then ordering 
the shipping department to hurry with 
the shipment. A few minutes later 
he called the secretary back and 
questioned her closely, then gave her 
a job as cashier with a substantial 
raise, because it was a business where 
the cashier had the chance of stealing 
without much fear of detection. It is 
not to be thought that Potiphar was 
peculiarly zealous of good works, but 
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that he had an eye to business and 

saw it was profitable to have a Joseph 
around. 

Lord, let us work for Thee before 

we work for our bosses. 


FOR JOSEPH’S SAKE (39:5) May 20 
There is no blessing in this world 
apart from God’s plan for His people. 
Common grace, as the theologians call 
that which comes to the unregenerate, 
is for the sake of leading unsaved men 
to Christ, since the goodness of God 
is calculated to lead men to repent- 
ance, even though it does not always 
work that way (Rom. 2:4). Where 
men reject God the goodness that 
comes upon them is frequently a by- 
product of their living with or near 
true believers. If there had been ten 
righteous in Sodom the unbelievers 
would have been saved. There is 
many a Sodom that is blessed because 
of a few believers in the midst. We 
may be sure that the presence of the 
large body of believers in our country 
is more important for its peace than 
is the possession of the atomic bomb, 
though appearances may seem other- 
wise. God blesses the world for our 
sake and us for Jesus’ sake. 
Lord, make us channels of blessing. 


HIS . .. WIFE CAST HER EYES UPON 
JOSEPH (39:7) May 21 
The world has a low estimate of 
sin. Sin universally prevails, and is 
universally approved except where it 
interferes with the welfare of society. 
Society sanctions sin to a certain ex- 
tent in every one, man and woman 
alike. Our civilization fosters in the 
rising generation vanity, wantonness, 
and sensuality, but since these are 
called by the names of ease, elegance, 
and gaiety, they lose their malignant 
qualities. Too often, instead of excit- 
ing our abhorrence, they endear us to 
the persons by whom they are in- 
dulged. Too many.want no restraint 
but even justify the grossest immoral- 
ities—they call drunkenness, convivi- 
ality; whoredom, youthful indiscre- 
tion. Thus they commit sin without 
fear, persist in it without remorse, 
and even glory in their shame. It is 
only by possessing the Holy Spirit 

that we can be holy. 

Lord, may we share Thine 
attitude toward sin. 


MY MASTER ... HATH COMMITTED ALL 
« «+» TO MY HAND (39:8) May 22 

Joseph saw sin in both its human 
aspects and in its divine. Can that be 
light or venial which cast myriads of 
angels from their height of glory into 
the bottomless abyss of Hell? Is that 
of trifling importance which in one 
moment ruined the whole race of 
man, and subjected them to an ever- 
lasting curse? But if these effects be 
not sufficient to convince us, let us 
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behold the Saviour in the garden of 
Gethsemane, or on the hill of Calvary; 
let us behold the Lord of glory bathed 
in blood, and expiring under the 
curse which our sins have merited; 
and we shall immediately confess with 
Solomon, that they are “fools, who 
make a mock of sin” (Prov. 14:9). 
Just as the burned waste of a moun- 
tainside covered with the skeletons 
of trees should cause us to abhor 
carelessness with fire, so the waste 
of the world should give us hatred for 
sin, even on a human level. 

Lord, give us a hatred of sin. 


HOW ... CAN I DO THIS GREAT WICKED- 
NESS, AND SIN AGAINST GOD? (39:9) 
May 23 
Sin is even worse when considered 
as an offense against God than when 
seen in its wasting effects on man- 
kind. The iniquity with which he 
was tempted would have been a de- 
filement of his own body (1 Cor. 
6:18), and a sin against Potiphar who 
had done much for him. But Joseph 
saw (as did David, Psa. 51:4), that 
the immensity of sin lies in the fact 
that it involves God. Sin is a defiance 
of the authority of God, since God has 
expressed His holy desires in His law, 
which is holy, just, and good. Sin is 
a denial of the justice of God, for men 
who willfully sin take the attitude, 
“God will not do good, neither will 
He do evil” (Zeph. 1:12). But He 
says that He will punish sin. Sin is 
also an abuse of the goodness of God, 
since He furnishes the strength which 
we use in sinning. Sin is also an in- 
sult’against the intelligence of God, 
since it proclaims aloud that the glory 
of Heaven is not to be compared with 
the gratification of our lusts. 
Lord, may we see sin 
through Thine eyes. 


HE HEARKENED NOT UNTO HER (39:10) 
May 24 


Eve sinned through listening to the 
enemy long before she sinned through 
taking the fruit. Joseph was kept in 
the first place. Victory is won in the 
citadel of the mind far, far from the 
overt acts of sinning. Sin is of so fas- 
cinating a nature that it soon be- 
witches those who listen even for a 
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moment. As a man cannot take fire 
into his bosom without being burnt 
(Prov. 6:27), so neither can he harbor 
sin in his heart without being cor- 
rupted by it. If Achan had turned 
from the bar of gold as soon as he 
found a desire for it springing up in 
his heart, if David had turned away 
his eyes the instant he saw Bathsheba, 
how much shame and misery would 
have been avoided. The breach in 
the dikes is made before the flood 
covers the land, and listening to the 
tempter comes before falling. 

Lord, may we have ears only for Thee. 
HE LEFT HIS GARMENT . . . AND FLED, AND 
GOT HIM OUT (39:12) May 25 

There was no seeking the easy way. 
Joseph knew that it was all or noth- 
ing at all, and he preferred the path 
that led to prison to that which led to 
sin. The grace of God enabled him to 
reject with horror the seduction that 
was before him. Thus should we turn 
from the allurements of sin. “Flee 
also youthful lusts” (2 Tim. 2:22). God 
help the man who tries to stand and 
fight against the wiles of the flesh. We 
meet a temptation from the world by 
non-conformity (Rom. 12:2); we 
meet a spiritual temptation from the 
Devil by resisting (Jas. 4:7). But we 
can meet a temptation of the flesh 
only by running away. We should 
make a covenant with our eyes (Job 
31:1) that we shall not look on sin. 
Instead of excusing sin we should take 
the most grievous view of it, and 
treat it in the most uncompromising 
fashion. 

Lord, give us grace to run away. 
HE CAME IN... 1 CRIED WITH A LOUD 
VOICE (39:14) May 26 

The fury that manifests itself in the 
heart of Potiphar’s wife could not 
have arisen alone from the frustration 
of lust. There is something more than 
glandular passion involved in most 
cases of fornication and adultery. 
This is proven by the fact that the 
most intense hatred comes in to take 
the place of the passion, even when 
that passion is fulfilled, as in the case 
of David’s son and his half-sister, the 
hatred wherewith he hated her was 
greater than the love wherewith he 
had loved her (2 Sam. 13:15). The 
greatest factor in a sin of immorality 
is that it fattens and satisfies human 
pride—the woman feels she has made 
another conquest, submitting the man 


-to her wiles, the man feels that he 


has dominated the and 


woman 
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brought her into subjection to him- 

self. Thus pride, the original sin of 

Satan (1 Tim. 3:6), is seen to be at 
the heart of most sin. 

Lord, keep our ego crucified 

with Christ. 


HE CAME IN UNTO ME TO MOCK ME (39:17) 


May 27 
One sin leads to another. Pride led 
to passion, the wound to pride led to 
lying and to a cruelty that was will- 
ing to see Joseph destroyed. If her 
pride could not have its object, then 
the object should suffer. Thus we see 
the chain of sins, and we understand 
much that is back of the passions and 
cruelties of this world. There was but 
one way to face all this evil, and 
Joseph unflinchingly turned away 
from all compromise. Some who have 
fallen under similar testings have 
found sufficient excuse for their ac- 
tions in the greatness of the tempta- 
tion. But an excuse for sin is worth- 
less unless you can persuade God to 
adopt it, and that He will not do. Men 
have dreamed up a thousand excuses 
to avoid payment of a fine for speed- 
ing, but few excuses have been ac- 
cepted by the judges who heard the 
cases. No excuses will be accepted 
by God. 
Lord, may we look Thee 
straight in the eye. 


HE PUT HIM INTO THE PRISON (39:20) 
May 28 
I think I may be permitted to 5: ov 
the conclusion that Potiphar did not 
have too much confidence in his wife. 
If he had believed her, Joseph would 
probably have been tortured to death 
by the most horrible means man 
could devise. Something had to be 
done to save face since the woman 
had publicized the incident, probably 
telling it over and over, with leering. 
So Joseph is put into prison; not a 
horrible prison where low men were 
kept in filth, but in a place where the 
king’s prisoners were bound. It was 
almost an acquittal. Happy the man 
whose case is in the hands of God. 
Potiphar may have had some thought 
vf taking him out again (for Joseph 
was a most valuable property), but 
it would appear that he was soon 
forgotten. Joseph had his ups and 
downs, and this appears to be one 
of the low places. But God is with 

him and he will not be forsaken. 

Lord, keep us in Thine hand. 


HE WAS THERE IN THE PRISON (39:20) 


If we had only this account, we 
would not have known how badly he 
was treated at the beginning. Once 
more in the life of Joseph we see 
that he is brought very low only to 
be lifted up by the Lord. In the 
Psalms we have the divine revelation 
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of what went on in this prison when 
Joseph was first brought there. Part 
of it is obscured by the translation, 
but the Hebrew gives us the horror 
of it all. “God sent a man ahead of 
them, even Joseph, who was sold as 
a slave. His feet were hurt with 
fetters; his neck was put in a collar 
of iron” (Psa. 105:17, 18). It is in 
a moment like this that the soul of 
Joseph could have been cast down 
exceedingly, but we shall see that 
his adversity made him kind and 
tender and that the more they af- 
flicted him the greater was his heart 
filled with grace. It is impossible for 
a man to be hurt in the soul if the 
Lord is with him. 

Lord, be Lord inside our being. 
THE LORD... SHOWED HIM MERCY (39:21) 


May 30 
From favored son to envied brother; 
from father’s messenger to slave in 
Egypt; from Lord of Potiphar’s house 
to prisoner in irons. But the only 
direction you can go from the bottom 
is up, and now it was Joseph’s turn 
to go up once more. The Lord put 
it into the heart of the jailer to show 
Joseph favor, and soon prospered the 
work of Joseph to such an extent that 
he became master of the prison even 
as he had been master of the house 
of Potiphar. All of this was a great 
school for Joseph. He was being 
trained by God to be the governor of 
all the land of Egypt, but before he 
could take this position he had to 
learn the far greater task of being 
governor of his own soul. For he who 
learns to rule his own being is greater, 
God says, than a Caesar or a Napoleon 
(Prov. 16:32). 
Lord, teach us self-discipline. 
THE LORD WAS WITH HIM (39:23) May 31 
This presence of God, so important 
in the experiences of Joseph, is some- 
thing that is now available for every 
child of God. The Lord Jesus Christ 
said, after His resurrection, “Lo! I am 
with you always; even unto the end 
of the age” (Mt. 28:20). More than 
this we do not need, and with less 
than this we could never be satisfied. 
Once we have experienced the pres- 
ence of the Lord and His guidance, 
protection and fellowship, we can 
never know any other joy that will 
satisfy our hearts. Because of His 
presence, our fears can be counted as 
nothing; because of His presence, 
our fondest hopes can be assured. 
Because of His presence, we have the 
assurance of salvation and the cer- 
tainty of eternal life. Let us rely 
upon the Word of His promise. He is 
with us, and thus we have every- 
thing we need for our journey 
through this world. 
Lord, we thank Thee 
Thou art with us. 


ETERNITY 


AROUND THE WORLD 
(Continued from page 21) 
Travancore-Cochin. From the air, the 
country seems to be one vast spread 
of cocoanut palms, interspersed with 
rice fields) When one is motoring 
along the roads, the same impression 
is received with the difference that 
the palm trees shelter the tens of 
thousands of houses in which the 
Indians live. Life here is quite dif- 
ferent from in the North of India for 
there people live in villages but here 
almost every man lives on his own 
property. The houses were distinctly 
different for while there were many 
of the lower class people who lived 
in bamboo huts thatched with palm 
leaves, there were hundreds and hun- 
dreds of houses that were made of 
stone covered with plaster, roofed 

with tile. 

‘Since I am going to write a sepa- 
rate article about the Mar Thoma 
Church and the convention in Mara- 
mon, I will pass over the eight days 
of meetings there and continue the 
journey itself. 

On Sunday morning our part of the 
convention came to an end. Bob 
Pierce, who is so well known for his 
missionary pictures on China and 
Korea, had been present throughout 
the week and had been one of my 
fellow speakers. We had a great many 
things to talk about and decided to 
fly home together. As soon as the 
Sunday morning service was ended, 
we left the vast Pandle, where forty- 
thousand people had been gathered 
on the river bed and we drove the 
eighty miles back to Cochin. We were 
soon in the airplane and reached 
Madras after three hours of flying. 
Once more we were met by friends 
and taken to a meeting while Bob 
Pierce made the forward airplane 
reservations and after one hour with 
a room full of earnest Christians 
gathered together under the auspices 
of the Inter-Varsity Christian Fel- 
lowship, we were off to the airport 
and a night flight north. Bob went as 
far as Nagpur with me and I flew on 
to New Delhi while he went to Cal- 
cutta to pick up his things and join 
me the next day in New Delhi. 

I have a great deal of pity for 
Americans who go around the world 
and who see nothing more than Cal- 
cutta, New Delhi, and Bombay. These 
cities are distinctly not India and New 
Delhi the least of all. Here the 
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British government took a vast plain 
and built a city upon it. ‘They meant 
it to be a place where there should be 
almost none of the life of the poor 
and the outcast. Begging is not per- 
mitted in the streets. But now be- 
cause of the many refugees from 
Pakistan there are the extremely 
poor to be seen in many of the back 
streets. 

I went out into the bazaars and did 
a little shopping and waited for Bob 
to arrive on Tuesday morning. He 
came in on the night flight from Cal- 
cutta and after repacking our bag- 
gage there was a quick completion of 
airplane reservations and_ shortly 
after noon we were on our way west. 
The great Constellation took us to 
Bombay where we were met by 
Youth for Christ leaders and were 
able to have an hour of fellowship 
with them. Then our plane was on 
its way to Basra. I remembered dis- 
tinctly the last time I had spent twelve 
days in a small boat going from 
Karachi to Basra, stopping at ports 
in Persia and on the Arabian Gulf 
and now we were flying over the top 
of all this in a few hours. The lights 
of Abadan, the great oil refining city 
which has caused so much trouble in 
Persia, came beneath us, and soon we 
were landing at the mouth of the 
Euphrates and the Tigris. I remem- 
bered the time when we had come 
here by ship and had gone out a 
hundred miles to sit upon the top of 
the mound which is all that is left 
of Ur of the Chaldees from which 
Abraham had been called out. Now 
after an hour for refueling, we were 
on our way to Cairo, Egypt. Again 
I thought of the years that it had 
taken Abraham to complete this trip 
and the months that had been neces- 
sary for Jacob and Eliezer and the 
other men of old to go across these 
deserts. Again after an hour and a 
half for refueling we were off on a 
nonstop flight to Rome. 

Beneath us slipped the Mediter- 
ranean Sea and as dawn came up we 
were passing the western end of 
Crete. To our right in a vast pano- 
rama lay the mountains of Greece. 
Snow-clad Olympus was clearly visi- 
ble far in the north while the moun- 
tains of the Peloponnesus were near 
at hand. Down in those valleys below 
us lay Sparta, and here Agamemnon 
had his kingdom, and from the base 
of these stern hills, the Trojan War 








P72 


CHURCH BULLETINS 
Every progressive church should use 
Winters’ De Luxe Bulletin Board. 
Lugained, effective, and economical 





tver 7,000 IN USE, increase attend 

ance, interest and collections. Write 
today for Illus. Catalog SI, H. E. 
Winters Specialty Company, Daven- 
port, Iowa. 








= 





Soundmaster 





Recordings 
of famous sacred 
music for belfry 
breadcast, or use in 


senctary or chapel, 
add immense inter- 
est to services..... 


AMAZINGLY CLEAR REPRODUCTIONS 
CHIMES - ORGAN - CHIMES and VIBRAHARP 
Choice Selection. Write for Complete List. 
Morrison Record 

Laboratories 










Dept. R patavia, tt. 

















NEW RELEASES from the 


S.A. 


Billy Graham film 


oI TOWN Us 


by Internatiqnal Sacred Recordings 


Featuring: 
Colleen Townsend Evans, 


Georgia Lee, 
Vere Raley, Paul Mickelson, The Picins- 
i. Redd Harper and his Christian Cow- 


GEORGIA LEE, Paul Mickelson and the 
Plainsmen 


Christian Cowboy 
Somebody jae Than You and I 


REDD HARPER and his Christian Cowboys 


[vel 43) i Testimony Song 
Keep pod Hand on Me 


COLLEEN TOWNSEND EVANS AND 
GEORGIA LEE 

[7s 43) Lord I'm Coming Home 
Blessed Assurance 


VERE RALEY, PAUL MICKELSON, Organ 
(eT 49 He Ho Died for Me 


f God 
78 RPM ena ri RPM single records. .$1.05 
os Sodihaodh eine dh> abe.sumba $3.65 


LP reco: 
LP aaa includes all the above numbers 


REDD HARPER and his Christian Cowboys 


[78 45] Each Step of the Way 
Quiet Time 


Beloved Enemy 


(78745) Just a Closer Walk with Thee 
"m Singing for My Lord 
[78] 43 Lord Keep Your Hand on Me 
My Toommcnr Song 

+4 RPH and 45 RPM single vecords. . 


LP record 
(LP record includes all the above numbers) 








HAVEN OF REST QUARTET 
LP 10,037 (9 ae 
Beyond The Sunset; ve A Frien 'e 
Newe In Jesus; Just A Little Talk with 
Jesus; We Shall Rise; Just A Closer Walk 
With Thee; The Old Account Was Settled 
Long Ago; This World Is Not My Home; 
Meet Me There. $3.65 


Check your choice above and take to your 
favorite religious book store or mail to 
Van Kampen Press 


Please cond to mo the above checked 
records or albums. 
Amount enclosed ($ ) 
BAMO oo se sereeeeccereeeee veseercvecoocce 
o60eseceasos - ( ) state........ 
206 E. Willow St. 











Were ts 


VISUAL EDUCATION 
at ts beat 


Teaching through both eyes and ears is more easily under- 
stood, quickly absorbed and long remembered. 


THREE EQUALS ONE 
. .. the Trinity in Nature 
(14 min.) 


WHY CHRIST HAD TO DIE 


. . @ blackboard illustration 
(14 min.) 


Here are three excellent 
Bible-teaching films for your 
church or study group. 
Written and narrated by 
Dr. Donald Grey Barnhouse. 


Produced in glorious color on 
16-mm. film by Great Com- 
mission Films. 
7 

Write at once for details 
and available dates in 
order to avoid disappoint- 
ment. 


EVANGELICAL FILMS . 1716 spruce st., philadelphia 3, Pa. 





Dr. Donald Grey Barnhouse 
Editor of Eternity 

















s 
< “- 


/ 
? - | _ 
“~ cp gh 
CCALE 
at BEAUTIFUL BARRINGTON 


OUTSTANDING SPEAKERS! 






July 4-11 Thomas G. Lawrence 
July 11-18 Peter Deyneka 

July 18-25 C. Gordon Brownville 
July 25-Aug. 1 William Allan Dean 
August 1- 8 HH. Lawrence Love 
August 8-15 Clarence S. Roddy 


August 15-22 Norman B. Harrison 
Dr. Howard W. Ferrin, Director 
For pictorial folder, write 
PROVIDENCE BIBLE INSTITUTE 
100 State Street, Providence 8, R. |. 





had been launched. Once again 
mountains disappeared behind us and 
others came before us, now it was 
Italy. The Abruzzi lay to our right, 
Anzio Beachhead, Salerno, Cassino, 
all of the names that became famous 
in the war, lay beneath our gaze and 
soon our plane came down at Rome. 
When we had passed customs and 
were driving across the few miles 
that lead into Rome, we saw the 
monuments that mark the Appian 
Way, the great aqueduct that brought 
water into ancient Rome, and thought 
of the number of men who had passed 
over these roads—the Caesars, Paul 
and the Christians, the popes, the 
crusaders, the generals. But the 
stones are disintegrating faster than 
before and one has the sense of 
change and decay. How wonderful 
it is to know that we have the abiding 
God with us. 

I am dictating this article in th 
Eternal City. In a day or two I will 
be at the French Protestant Theo- 
logical Seminary at Aix in which so 
many of our readers have been inter- 
ested. Then a day in Paris, two days 
in London, and back to New York 
and Philadelphia, the Bible confer- 
ence work and all that goes with 
home. The actual flying time has 
been more than ten days, the elapsed 
time on this trip no more than a 
month. It is this that gives one the 
tremendous sense of the shrinking 
world. When one can have lunch in 
New Delhi in the heart of India and 
breakfast in Rome the next morning 
distance no longer has any meaning. 
This sense was deepened by the fact 
that on the ground in the airport at 
Hong Kong and again in the airport 
at Rome, we had seen jet-propelled 
Comets of the B.O.A.C. These are 
the planes that have already reduced 
the time from England to the Cape 
of Good Hope to a little more than 
twenty hours and who are now pilot- 
ing the new line between London and 
Tokyo. At 500 miles an hour these 
great planes will soon make Tokyo, 
Manila, Bangkok, Calcutta, New 
Delhi, Karachi, Cairo, Rome, London 
in no more than twenty-four hours. 

There are two ways of looking at 
things like this. Man may make him- 
self to be very big because he has 
done so many things, but it is inter- 
esting to note when you are flying at 
20,000 feet above sea level, with the 
clouds far below you, you can occa- 
sionally spot the shadow of the plane 
you are flying in. It moves along 
over the white clouds below. Such a 
tiny speck in the infinite sea that 
even in man’s greatest giants of the 
air, you are forced to-say “What is 
man, that thou are mindful of him?” 
(Psa. 8:4). Enp 
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AFRICA’S FESTERING SORE 

(Continued from page 19) 
the remaining sheeting. In this hovel 
an adult couple live; they are un- 
married and the man is more drunk 
than sober. The dirty bedding is 
more often wet than dry and there is 
a small shaky table and a chair as 
the only furniture. The woman, often 
beaten and living in terror, clings 
even to this life, for if she leaves 
et 

The other pondokkie was larger 
and housed a family of, so far as I 
remember, man and wife, mother-in- 
law, and six children; with no privacy 
beyond that provided by a piece of 
sacking hanging from the roof and 
shutting off two beds for the grown- 
ups; the children all slept on the 
floor. As in many other hovels which 
we visited, I found that the occu- 
pants (African natives) appreciated 
our interest in them, rather than felt 
that we were intruding, and readily 
answered our questions. I asked the 
older woman how much rent they 
paid for this home, to which she re- 
plied “according to the rent book 
seven and six ($1.05) a week, but 
actually fifteen shillings ($2.10).” I 
must add that such rents are paid to 
Indians, Malays, and Jews who are 
making easy money out of these 
wretched people. 

But, as my friend reminded me, the 
physical conditions are worse than 
the housing. Flies and dirt are 
everywhere; sanitation is totally in- 
adequate and could not be described 
here. We looked in at a restaurant 
which was empty and saw the dark 
meat on the floor and some vege- 
tables, and though one may not be 
fastidious, it would have been difficult 
if not impossible to have taken any 
food there without being nauseated. 
Disease is rife, with about a quarter 
of the people suffering from tubercu- 
losis and ninety per cent, if one doc- 
tor’s estimate is accepted, suffering 
from venereal disease. We spoke to 
one poor, wretched fellow, a man of 
thirty-five, whose hands were locked 
and arms suffering from running sores 
—a case of syphilis; and children were 
climbing on his knees! 

But the moral state of the locations 
is even worse than the housing and 
the dirt, nor is it very surprising that 
such should be the case. Thousands 
of unprivileged men and women, boys 
and girls, find themselves without pri- 
vacy or pleasure, so that when week- 
ends come they feel that there is no 
relief for the monotony of their 
existence but to forget it all in drink 
and immorality. Every weekend, 
therefore, becomes a time of drunken 
revelry and all that follows. 

As we passed through the location 
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to which reference has been particu- 
larly made in this article, we saw 
native beer being brewed in the open 
air in forty gallon oil drums over 
simple fires. Now the beer itself may 
be almost harmless if its manufac- 
ture is strictly controlled as it is in 
the mining locations, but in these 
centers it becomes a vile product, for 
all kinds of things are added to in- 
crease its alcoholic content and its 
toxic potency; methylated spirits, for 
instance, tobacco, Indian hemp, or 
even calcium carbide. The result is 
a drink which makes men and women 
mad and frenzied. When they have 
well drunk and passions are stirred 
there is often a fight between two men 
wanting the same woman, knives are 
drawn and used and serious bodily 
harm or murder results. In this one 
location there is a murder every 
weekend and on New Year’s Day, 
1952, there were five. 

The reference to venereal disease 
carries its own information, and it is 
sad to think that few girls of fifteen 
have retained their purity and most of 
them are unmarried mothers before 
they are seventeen or eighteen. 

I stopped frequently to look into 
the faces of these African natives in 
their shacks of homes and squalid 
surroundings. On some faces there 
seemed nothing but darkness and 
despair, in others wistfulness and 
longings for something better. But, 
whatever may be the appearances, 
they are souls for whom Christ died 
and nothing less than such a view 
will enable us to pray or labor for 
their redemption. 

What is being done to bring the 
Gospel to them? The answer is that 
a little is being attempted. I visited 
one of the locations near Johannes- 
burg, about which Alan Paton writes 
in: Cry, the Beloved Country, with 
the Rev. W. H. Rowdon, formerly 
Vicar of St. John’s, Parkstone and 
St. Paul’s, Cambridge, and for one 
year before he left for South Africa, 
a speaker at Keswick Convention. 
Mr. Rowdon is now Vicar General of 
the Church of England in South 
Africa and has the native population 
much upon his heart, while the 
Church of England in South Africa 
has a number of men and centers 
doing noble work. It was a joy to 
visit the South Africa General Mis- 
sion center of education and evangel- 
ism in another location near Jo- 
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hannesburg and I commend these 
missions and their work to the Lord. 
At the same time I am anxious to 
find a place in the prayers of God’s 
people for two other evangelistic 
agencies which are entirely concerned 
to preach Christ to the thousands 
living in the surroundings I have 
described—no, only hinted at—above. 

The first is the Dorothea Mission 
with its headquarters in Pretoria, 
and which began in the heart of the 
Rev. and Mrs. G. von Staden whom 
God called from work among white 
people to this difficult and demanding 
work. I met Mr. and Mrs. von Staden 
and their colleagues at the farm and 
training center at which they train 
their African colleagues and from 
which they go out with them into 
these locations. I think of them as I 
remember the text on Murray Mc- 
Cheyne’s tombstone in Dundee: “Who 
maketh His ministers a flame of fire”; 
there is a pure devotion about them 
which blessed and humbled me, and 
I shall ever thank God for taking me 
to them and giving me a burden for 
their work and a place in their gen- 
erous friendship. The Dorothea Mis- 
sion works in many locations. 

In the location near Cape Town, 
besides work done by the Cape Town 
Mission and others, a woman of loving 
and fearless spirit, Miss Hazel Gray, 
goes in and out among the people 
often where men, and even police, 
hesitate to go. Wise in her contacts, 
appreciated by many, Miss Gray is 
only concerned to help to snatch souls 
from the power of sin and from com- 
ing judgment. 

It is easy to understand how the 
thousands of unhappy natives in the 
many locations placed so near to 
European life, and European wealth, 
may easily become the prey of poli- 
tical propaganda. It is in these centers 
of African population that trouble 
will most likely arise. Many whom 
I met during my visit spoke of the 
present tension and described the 
white population as “sitting on the 
edge of a volcano”; others spoke of 
what might prove to be another “St. 
Bartholomew’s Eve.” This ought to 
give urgency to our prayers and work 
for their salvation. 

When one asked Carey what he had 
done for India, that great missionary 
replied to the effect that hé was not 
sure he had done much for India, but 
India had done much for him. In the 
same way my short visit to South 
Africa has done much for me in many 
ways, but particularly in informing 
me a little more of the way the other 
half of the world lives and in stirring 
my heart with a fresh concern for the 
millions who lie in darkness and in 
the shadow of death. Enp 
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SORROW ON THE SEA 
(Continued from page 15) 

in the eyes of mothers and wives. 
What a resurrection shall there be 
from the caverns of the deep when 
the sea shall give up her dead! Till 
then there will be sorrow on the sea. 
As if in sympathy with the woes of 
earth, the sea is forever fretting along 
a thousand shores, wailing with a 
sorrowful cry like her own birds, 
booming with a hollow crash of un- 
rest, raving with uproarious discon- 
tent, chafing with hoarse wrath, or 
jangling with the voices of ten thou- 
sand murmuring pebbles. The roar 
of the sea may be joyous to a rejoic- 
ing spirit, but to the son of sorrow 
the wide, wide ocean is even more 
forlorn than the wide, wide world. 
This is not our rest, and the restless 
billows tell us so. There is a land 
where there is no more sea, our faces 
are steadfastly set toward it: we are 
going to the place of which the Lord 
hath spoken. Till then, we cast our 
sorrows on the Lord who trod the sea 
of old, and who maketh a way for His 
people through the depths thereof. 

Our Lord called some of His dis- 
ciples from among the followers of 
the sea. Peter, Andrew, James, and 
John were fishermen, and to them the 
Church under God owes a great debt, 
in that much of God’s Word came to 
it through their lives and hands. Our 
Lord will still find disciples among 
the men of the sea, if we are faithful 
in taking His precious Word to them. 
He promises that His Word shall not 
return unto Him void. We value 
prayer fellowship for the days ahead. 

Enp 


TO THE SAINTS 
(Continued from page 11) 
continual standard of reference in the 
exegesis of this document, the phrase 
“that the scripture might be fulfilled.” 
We should consider its meaning; for 
example, God did not send the Holy 
Family into Egypt in order to fulfill 
a prophecy. In His divine overruling 
of events He permitted the flight 
and the fulfillment of the prophecy 
emerged in the outworking of a vast 
plan which allows no evil to frustrate 
it. So here. The heretics left the 
church in anger and bitterness. They 
thought to build something greater, 
and in pursuit of a perverse design 
abandoned the Lord’s people. Out of 
evil God brought good. The secession- 
ists were seeking their own wicked 
advantage. It turned out that they 
fulfilled a plan of God whereby the 
truth was protected. Falsehood de- 
clared itself and withdrew. In calm 
confidence that nothing could baffle 
the protective love of the Father, 
John abbreviates the process with a 
simple clause of purpose. It was all 
providential. Note that, in the Greek 
text, there is nothing to justify the 
“no doubt” of the Authorized Version. 
It arises from an attempt of Tertullian 
to render a Greek particle which 
needs no special rendering, and which 
merely marks potentiality. The mis- 
take found its way into the Vulgate, 
and has been dogging English ver- 
sions since Tyndale and Cranmer. 
The Authorized Version is also in- 
correct in the last clause. Note the 
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EVANGELICALISM 
(Continued from page 8) 
adapted accordingly. Hence the 
“bright” atmosphere, the “happy” 
chorus, the high-pressure appeal, the 
emphasis on “personality,” the big 

name, and the slogan. 

It is hardly surprising, in the cir- 
cumstances, that there is an increas- 
ing tendency to neglect the smaller 
centers of population, and to concen- 
trate on the metropolis and the great 
towns. It would make an interesting 
study to see how many of God’s great 
men in this land did their work in 
towns and districts which by worldly 
reckoning would be termed obscure. 
It is a thought worthy of pursuing, 
that revival does not usually break 
out in the large, so-called “strategic,” 
centers. The Holy Spirit has a differ- 
ent strategy from ours. 

There may be significance in the 
fact that the only semblance of reli- 
gious awakening in the British Isles 
today is the movement in the remote 
and inaccessible Outer Hebrides, 
among people isolated from the gen- 
eral stream of the national life, and 
unvisited by evangelists or evangelis- 
tic teams. 

In short, the ritual of the evangelis- 
tic appeal, with its enormous harvest 
of unsatisfactory result and “tempo- 
rary” conversion, has displaced the 
work of the Holy Spirit in conviction 
unto repentance. The hurt of the 
sinner is lightly healed, and the pain- 





ful processes of contrition and diligent 
seeking, are short-circuited in favor 
of the quick and spectacular result. 
So also for the Christian, everything 
is cut and dried, with short cuts 
everywhere to avoid the valleys of 
humiliation, the hills of difficulty, the 
doubts and fears, aye, and the de- 
spairs, which are the stuff of which 
holiness is made. Conversion without 
discipleship is openly implied in much 
of our Evangelical teaching. It has 
become strangely possible to be 
Christ’s without taking up the cross. 


The Next Revival 

Of course, God will do something 
about His own work. But what? 
Perhaps those who look for the next 
revival on the lines of the familiar 
evangelistic campaign, will have a 
rude awakening. The next movement 
of the Holy Spirit may make terrible 
demands on faith and endurance. If 
our present-day Evangelicalism is not 
worthy of it, let us not be surprised 
if we find ourselves swept to one side. 
Deliverance may yet arise from out- 
side the borders of official Evangel- 
icalism. If, because of irreverence and 
externalism, Evangelicalism should be 
written off as an exhausted and empty 
thing; there may yet come a day when 
we shall find ourselves in the midst 
of a revival which some of us will 
not recognize as such, because it did 
not come out of our mould, and does 
not use our shibboleths. Enp 
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